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PREFACE

The publication of this Corpus Inscriptionum et Monumentorum Religionis
Mithriacae is due mainly to the activities of the Koninklijke Vlaamse Academie
van Wetenschappen, Kunsten en Schone Letteren (The Royal Flemish Academy
of Arts and Sciences) at Brussels, for this work was begun as an entry in a compe-
tition organized by their Department of Fine Arts and Literature. It was then
awarded a prize by a committee elected by the Academy and consisting of the
theologian Prof. J. Coppens, the orientalist Prof. G. Rijckmans and the archaeolo-
gist, the late Prof. H. van de Weerd.

Among the first who should be mentioned with respect and gratitude is my
teacher Dr. F. J. de Waele, Professor in Archaeology and Ancient History at the
Nijmegen University and member of the Royal Flemish Academy. This remarkable
teacher inspired a deep interest in the study of Archaeology and of the Mithras
cult, and his help has always been invaluable.

I am also greatly indebted to the renowned Belgian scholar Prof. Franz Cumont.
He was among the first to recognize the necessity of a revision of his standard
work Textes et Monuments relatifs aux Mystéres de Mithra. During the last few
years before his death he showed a lively interest in the present study, supplied
much material and often gave advice, devoting a great part of his leisure and his
love of Classical Culture to this new publication of the Mithraic Monuments.
He pointed the way to much that would otherwise have remained undiscovered,
and even read through the first part of the Corpus himself, giving fresh inspi-
ration to the work. In writing the second volume of this work his wisdom and
enthusiasm was keenly missed.

On the whole this work has been written along the lines laid down by Franz
Cumont, although some deviations were unavoidable. Asia, the continent in which
Mithraism originated, has been dealt with first; the rest of the Orbis Terrarum
has been covered province by province; for it was impossible to adhere to a
consistent chronological division without marring the clarity of the work as a
whole. The inscriptions have not been classified separately, but they appear with
the other monuments in the geographical classification; in this way it was easier
to give a survey of the propagation of the cult in each country and each place. The
places where the cult occurs are shown in a map of each province separately; the
doubtful monuments are underlined. The figures in the text and the plates are
numbered consecutively.



VIII PREFACE

In dealing with the finds of Mithraea in Dura-Europos and in Rome, where very
important paintings have come to light, much greater attention was given to
colour; I am convinced that a further and closer study of the symbolism of colour
will be very revealing.

New photographic techniques have been of great assistance and it has proved
helpful to reproduce as many photographs as possible, since in Cumont’s work the
drawings have always had the disadvantage of being less clear or sometimes even
inaccurate. It would be highly desirable to give reproductions of the paintings in
full colour, but unfortunately this was impossible in the present work.

It was necessary to bring into relief the Rome monuments which were dealt
with earlier in a separate book 1). As the doctrine found its definite shape in Rome,
and as the Capital also supplies us with the richest evidence of the Mithras cult,
its monuments deserve our special attention. We should not forget Franz Cumont’s
words: “Le Mithraisme, en un mot, est la forme romaine du mazdéisme”.

Thanks are due to all those who introduced the author into the cultural setting
of present-day Rome. The Nederlands Philologisch Studiefonds made a first visit
to the Eternal City possible. I am indebted to Prof. G. Hoogewerff for the kind
hospitality enjoyed in the Netherlands Historical Institute in Rome, while he was
its Director. And I also have gratefully to acknowledge the kindness of the present
Director, Dr. J. Poelhekke. The late Prof. H. M. R. Leopold, the former Director
of the Archaeological Section, and Dr. C. C. van Essen, its present head, should
also be thanked for their interest and encouragement.

In the Valle Giulia in Rome, Belgium and Holland are closely connected both
by situation and friendship. This has been of exceptional advantage owing to the
kind help of the former Director of the Belgian Academy in Rome, Prof. F. de
Visscher, and its Secretary, Prof. J. Michaux.

It has been possible to illustrate the description of the monuments of Rome and
Ostia with a great number of photographs through the kindness of the Directors
and Keepers of the Vatican and Roman Museums, Barone Dr. Bartolomeo No-
gara (1) and Dr. F. Magi, Dr. A. M. Colini, Dr. C. Pietrangeli, Prof. G. Lugli, Prof.
P. Romanelli, Prof. G. Becatti, Mgr. Prof. J. de Bruyne, Dr. E. Paribeni and Prof.
S. Aurigemma.

The circumstances for describing the monuments of Gallia were quite as favour-
able as for Italy. On account of the present and ever increasing cultural associ-
ation between France and Holland the French Ministry of Education, Arts and
Sciences made it possible for me to continue my studies in Paris for a long period.
The interest of Dr. W. E. van Wijk, former Director of the Collége Néerlandais,
I remember with gratitude. Thanks are also due to Prof. Ch. Picard, Prof. A. Mer-
lin, Dr. P. Devambez, Dr. J. Charbonneaux and Prof. A. G. Festugiére, in Paris,
and to Prof. A. Grenier and Prof. A. Bruhl, the former Director and Secretary of
the Palazzo Farnese in Rome.

1) M. J. Vermaseren, De Mithrasdienstin Rome (T he cult of Mithvas in Rome) Nijmegen, 1951,




PREFACE X

It so happened that the province of Britannia was visited at a moment when
most collections of Antiquities were still being reorganized after the war. I am
indebted to all those Keepers of Museums in Britain who, in spite of this, made it
possible for me to examine the monuments I wished to see; in particular I express
my deepest gratitude to Prof. B. Ashmole for this token of courtesy.

Through the good offices of the British School at Rome, and the American and
Swedish Institutes, I was able to consult publications which were otherwise hard
to come by. The Bibliotheca Vaticana also gave special facilities.

It was hoped that peace would bring opportunities for a more thorough study
of the monuments in Germany and the Balkans, but this hope has not yet been
fulfilled. A discussion in Paris with Prof. A. Alf6ldi revealed that a considerable
number of monuments in the Hungarian area might have been rediscovered, and
that the known monuments might have been recorded more accurately, had not
the uncertain international situation prevented this. The other Roman provinces
of the Danube Basin present the same difficulties. In many instances there was
too little personal contact with colleagues in this area, and therefore only little
progress in collecting the necessary photographic material could be made. Only
for the provinces of Dacia, Moesia and Thracia has it been possible to collect more
material, owing to the friendship and help of the Rumanian Institute in Rome.
Its former Director, Prof. S. Lambrino, and my friends Dr. Dinu Adamesteanu
and Prof. D. Marin have shown their interest in scientific research by their con-
siderate and helpful attitude.

Warm thanks are due to Prof. G. van Hoorn for his devoted interest and willing
help and for his introduction into the Archaeological Institute of Utrecht Uni-
versity. I am also indebted to Prof. C. W. Vollgraff, Prof. H. Wagenvoort, Prof.
J. H. Jongkees (all of Utrecht), Mgr. Prof. K. L. Bellon (Nijmegen), Prof. R. Pet-
tazzoni, Mgr. Prof. N. Turchi (both of Rome), and the late Prof. G. van der Leeuw.
Gratitude to my parents and my wife is based on their active co-operation as well
as on their loving interest.

It will be understood that the translation of this work, which called for a great
deal of intricate and detailed description, caused considerable perplexity, especial-
ly because a fixed terminology was lacking so that it was sometimes necessary to
coin my own terms. I am therefore greatly indebted to Mr. A. M. H. Lemmers of
Nijmegen, who conscientiously assisted me in this difficult task.

January 1956 MAARTEN J. VERMASEREN
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Monumentorum artis qui
unum vidit nullum vidit,
qui mille vidit unum vidit

(GERHARD
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BACTRIA
1
Gold coin.
Gardner, Coins Bactria, 131 No. 19 and Pl. XXVI, 10; MMM II 185f No. la
and fig. 1; Leipoldt, fig. 1. See fig. 1a by kind permission of Mr. R. A. G. Carson.
O b v.: Standing Kanerkes.
Rev.: MIOPO. Mithras with nimbus and radiate crown to the left. Dressed
in tunic and mantle. He holds his r.h. stretched out, the left arm akimbo. In front
of him a character. Border of dots.

2
Gold coin.
Gardner, 138 No. 20 and Pl. XXVII, 14; MMM II 186 No. 1b and fig. 2;
Leipoldt, fig. 3. See fig. 1b.
O b v.: Bust of Hooerkes.
Rev.: MIOPO. Goddess with nimbus and radiate crown standing to the
right. She wears a diadem in her hair. She holds a cornucopia with both hands.
In front of her a character. Rim of pearls.

3
Gold coin.

Gardner, 141 No. 41 and PlL. XXVII, 24; MMM 186 No. lc with fig. 3;
Leipoldt, fig. 4. See fig. lc.

Obv.: Bust of Hooerkes.

Rev.: Standing bearded god with a crescent behind his shoulders. Facing
him a standing god with nimbus and radiate crown, holding a sceptre in his Lh.
and stretching his r.h. out towards the lunar god. Behind the former god MAO,
behind the latter MITPO, between them a character. Rim of pearls.

4
Gold coin.

Gardner, 141 No. 4 and Pl. XXVIII, 1; MMM II 186 No. 1d and fig. 4;
Leipoldt, fig. 5.
M O P O. Mithras standing to the left, wearing a tunic and a cuirass(?). In his
outstretched r.h. he holds a wreath with ribbons and in his Lh. a staff. In front
of him a character. Rim of pearls.
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5
Gold coin.
Gardner, 142 No. 49 and P1. XXVIII, 2; MMM II 186 No. le and fig. 5.
O b v.: Bust of Hooerkes.
Rev.: MIIPO. Standing Mithras in short tunic and cuirass(?). Nimbus and
radiate crown round his head. In his'Lh. a lance, in his r.h. a sword. In front of
him a character. Rim of pearls.

6
Gold coin.
Gardner, 142 No. 54 and Pl. XXVIII, 4; MMM II 187 No. 1f and fig. 6.
O b v.: Bust of Hooerkes.
Rev.: MIIPO. Mithras dressed in tunic. Holding a lance with his Lh. and
a sword with his r.h. Round his head nimbus and radiate crown. In front of him a
character. Rim of pearls.

Thus on the coins of the Scythian kings Kanerkes and Hooerkes reigning in North-West.
of India from 87-129 A.D., Mithras is represented as a solar deity with nimbus and radiate
crown, but also as a war-god with lance and sword. The fact that on one of the coins
described a goddess is represented with a cornucopia can hardly be explained by assuming,
that Mithras was represented here in the shape of a woman (Cumont), but in all probability
the personification of fertility (see index s.v. Fortuna), of which Mithras is the giver, has
been depicted here. It is remarkable that Mithras is also represented together with the
lunar deity. Compare for these coins moreover: von Sallet, Die Nachfolger Alexanders des
Grossen in Bactvien und Indien. Berlin 1879, 202ff; A. Stein, Zoroastrian Deities on Indo-
Scythian Coins (Babylonian and Oriental Record). London 1887. For the Mithras-cult with
the Scythians: Scheftolowitz in Acta Orientalia 1933, 293; M. Gibellino in Bericht 6. Arch.
Komngress, Berlin 1939, 367{f).

MESOPOTAMIA Susa

7
Weissbach-Bang, Altpers. Keilinschr., 44; MMM II 87 No. 1; Scheil, Mém.

Perse, 95; Lagrange, Le Judaisme, 391.

Thatiy / Artakhshatrd /| KHSN / vazraka KHS /| KHS yanim...... Imam
Apadana Darayavaush [ apanyakama | akunash / ab[ilypara? pA / Arta(khshatra /
nyakama...... Ana)h[iJta...... Anah[iJta / ut(a / Mi)thra......

(Ainsi) parla Artaxerxes, le grand roi, roi des rois...... Cet Apadana a (été)
bati (par) mon ancétre Darius...... Arta[xerxes mon grand pére...... ] [Ana]-
hita...... Anabhita et Mithra......

Meant is Artaxerxes Memnon (408-358 B.C.) as well as in the next inscription.

HAMADAN

Weissbach-Bang, Altpers. Keilinschr., 46; MMM II 88 No. 2.
Thatiy / Artakhshatrd /| KHSH | vazraka /| KHSH /| KHSH(y4nAm...... ¥
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Imam |/ Apadana / vashn(d Auramazddhd / Anah/i/tahyad [ utid /| M/i/trahya /
akund / m)am Auramazda / Anah[i]ta / utd / M[i]tra / m4(m / patuv / hacA | gasta
...... ut)a /imam / tya [ akund /ma......

(Ainsi)parla Artaxerxes le grand roi, roi [des rois. . . . . . ] J’ai bati(?)cet Apadina
suivant la volonté [d’Ahuramazda, d’Anahita et de Mithra]. (Qu)’ Ahuramazda,
Anahita et Mithra me gardent du mal. ... et ce que j’ai bati, de peur que......

PERSEPOLIS

Weissbach-Bang, Altpers. Keilinschr., 46; MMM II No. 3.
3. Thatiy / Artakhshatrd khshayathiya / imam / ustashanim / athiganim |/
mam / upi / mam / karta.
4. Thatiy / Artakhshatra |/ khshayathiya / mam / Auramazda / utd / M[i]thra /
baga / patuv / utd / imdm / DAHyum / utd / tya / mam kartaA.
(Ainsi) parla le roi Artaxerxes: Cette construction de pierre(?) a été élevée par
moi pour moi.
(Ainsi) parla le roi Artaxerxes: (Qu)’Ahuramazda et le dieu Mithra me protégent
(moi) et ce pays et ce qui (a été) fait par moi.

Meant is Artaxerxes Ochus.

CHERSONNESOS TAURICA A1TADOR
I0

E. von Stern in Klio IX, 1909, 149 n. 3 gives a short notice about the discovery
of a Mithraeum at Aitador in the Crimea: ,,Im Aitador, in dem Besitz S. Kaiserl.
Hoheit des Grossfiirsten Alexander Michailowicz, sind bei den Ausgrabungen, die
der sich fiir die Archéologie interessierende Grossfiirst ausfiihrt, nicht nur die
Reste eines romischen Lagers, sondern auch eines Tempels mit Votivgaben und
eines Mithrdums aufgedeckt worden”. This sanctuary of the Persian god is said
to have been published by Rostovtzeff in ITKA4 40, 1911, 1ff; but up to now we
have not yet succeeded in consulting this article,

PANTIKAPAION
II

Tablet of terracotta. Together with the following No. from a grave at Gli-
nitschtsche, Kertsch. Formerly at Leningrad, Ermitage, dep. Kertsch No. 893d;
actually Museum Odessa (H. 0.139 Br. 0.105).

Stark, Mithrassteine Dormagen, 18 and Pl. III; MMM II 191f No. 5 and
fig. 17; Derewitzky, Odessa 10f with Pl. V, 1; Saxl, Mithras, 13 and fig. 40.
See fig. 2.

Mithras dressed in a pair of trousers and a jacket, leaving the stomach and
genitals uncovered, keeps a buffalo-like bull under control with one knee, grasping
one of its horns with the Lh. In his lifted r.h. he held the knife, which has got
lost. On the reverse there is a triangular fire-hole.
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12
Terracotta tablet (H. 0.11 Br. 0.095). Since 1878 in the Ermitage at Leningrad,

afterwards in Museum at Odessa.
Stephani in CRCommArchPétersbourg 1880, 125 and PL VI, 6; MMM II 192
No. 5 bis; Derewitzky, Odessa, 12 and P1. V, 3. See fig. 3.

Mithras dressed in the same outfit as on No. 11, kills the buffalo-like bull. He
kneels on the back of the animal, grasping its horn with his left and holding out
his r.h. to thrust the animal down. Head of the bull has been restored.

Cumont is of the opinion that both works are casts from moulds from Asia Minor.

13
Fragment of a white marble relief (H. 0.08). Exact place where found unknown,
““wohl aus Siidrussland”. Formerly in the Coll. Becker, at present Ant. Mus. Berlin.
Museen zu Berlin, Verzeichmis der anttken Skulpturen, No. 708; MMM II
408f No. 287.
Right upper corner of a relief with the representation of Mithras tauroctone.
Only part of the bull, Mithras’Lh. and the dog’s head are visible. In front of the
bull the upper part of the body of Cautes, who lifts the torch with both hands.

Above him Luna’s bust.

PONTUS TRAPEZOS
14
MMM II 55¢; Cumont, Studia Pontica 11 367ff; Chrysanthos, 106f; Cumont,
Mithra en Etrurie, 100 n. 6; Mithra As. Min., 71 and n. 5.

A text from an eulogy on St. Eugen of Trapezos (1) composed by Constantinus,
son of Lucites, tells how the saint, at the time of Diocletian, with two companions,
destroyed a Mithras-statue, which stood on the mountain of Boz-Tepe. In the
Middle Ages (2) this mountain was still called Mi8piog Bouvéc and the hagiographer
states that on the very spot where the Mithras-altar stood i.e. on the top of the
mountain, a church dedicated to St. John the Baptist was built.

Recent studies have revealed, that the place of the sanctuary must have been
near the ruins of this church and not on the western slope of the hill, as was
previously accepted (3).

(1) Manuscript No. 215 of the Dionisiou monastry on the Athos, published by Papa-
doulos-Kerameus, Fontes Historiae Imperii Trapezuntini. Petersburg 1897, p. 8, 17ff and
p. 10, 6ff (¢f. MMM I 362f; II 55¢).

(2) Still called so in 1336 and 1362 in the Chronica of Trapezos by Panaretos in Tafel,
Eustathii Metropolitae opuscula. Frankfurt 1832, § 9 p. 362, 40 and § 31 p. 367, 40 quoted
by MMM II 55¢c.

(3) In his former publications Cumont is of the opinion that the spelaeum has to be
looked for on that spot. The church of Panhagia Theoskepastos stood here.
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AMaAsiA
15
Marble stele (H. 0.88 Br. 0.50), found at Amasia.
Cumont, Studia Pontica 111, 132 No. 108.
Above an inscription a tympanum in which a small wheel. L.H. 0.04.
T(ir)e Adpniie Aovxavd) | otpatidry edoefel [ Tpboeva i ufme pviune ydew.
With the aid of the title edoefic Cumont makes it acceptable that by orpatidm not an

ordinary soldier was meant, but a soldier in the Mithras-cult (Cf. miles pius in CIL XIII
7570d (Wiesbaden) see vol. II).

MITANNI BoGHaz-Koi
16

During excavations at Boghaz-Koi in 1907 clay tablets were found on which a
treaty concluded between Chatti and Mitanni in the 14th century B.C. was
recorded. The gods of the two countries are invoked as guardians of this treaty.
With the Mitanni a.o. the following names are found: (Winckler in MDOG 35,
1907, 51; Vermaseren, Mithras Rome, 1 n. 2 with bibl.)

ilani mi-it-ra-a$-§i-il ilAni u-ru-w-na-as-Si-el

Variant: a-ru-na-a$-i-il.

ilu(!)in-dar ilAni na-3a-a[t-ti-ia-a]n-na

Variant: in-da-ra na-§[a)-at-ti-ia-an-na.

,,Also Mithra, Varuna, Indra und eine vierte Gottheit, welche dem Zusammen-
hang nach zu dieser Gruppe gehoren musz(Nasatya: die Zwillinge)”.

Compare the studies of G. Dumézil, Ouranos-Varuna. Etude de mythologie
comparée indo-européenne, Paris 1934; idem, Mitra-Varuna. Essai sur deux repré-
sentations indo-européennes de la souverainité. Paris 1940. See also E. Meyer, Das
erste Auftreten der Avier in der Geschichie in Sb. Ak. Berlin 1908, 14ff,

CAPPADOCIA CAESAREA
17

Marble column with inscription. At an antiquarian in Athens (Cumont in BCR
LIX, 1931, 179).

CIL III S. 6774; 12135; MMM II No. 2.

Solem / Soli invicto / Mythrae / pro salute et incolu/mitate / Chresimi Aug
(ustorum) / n(ostrorum) dispensatoris / Callimorphus arkar/ius eiusdem / votum
solvit / libens animo.

So Callimorphus dedicated an image of Sol to Mithras.

Tyana
18
Inscription from Kilissé-Hissar (Tyana).
Mordtmann in AM 1885, 12; MMM II No. 3.
Oc duxaley Midpa.
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FARASHA (ARIARAMNEIA)

19

Near Frasha (Ta ®dpaca), situated near the Zamanti-Sou, on a considerable
height a grotto has been hewn out, which can be reached by way a fly of steps.
This may have been a Mithraeum. An inscription hewn out in the rock one and a
half miles upstream opposite the so-called “Earthen Bridge” is certainly mithraic.
Grégoire in CRAI 1908, 445 thinks it probable that the inscription dates from the
first century of our era (¢f. Cumont, M. As. Min. ,68).

Tayaprog | May[agélpvov | otpatnyds | Apuapauvet(ag) | éudysvoe Midpy.

éudysvos may mean ‘‘celebrated a Mazdaean ceremony’’. The other explanation ‘“became

Magus for Mithras’ is not convincing (Nock in 4 JPhil. LXIII, 1942, 349). The last words
of the inscription are written in Aramaic.

LYCAONIA EMIr GHAsI(?)
20

A rough-hewn statuette (H. 0.30), found at Emir Ghasi in Lycaonia, is said to

be in a Museum at Oxford, where we have not been able to trace it.
Ramsay, Diary, 217ff with P1. XVII and 308ff; MM 229.

Standing Roman soldier in helmet. Dressed in short tunic with phalerae. His
r.h. rests on a representation which shows resemblance to Mithras’ rock-birth.
His other hand is laid on a column, on which a lion’s head with the characteristics
of a Gorgo.

Ramsay is of the opinion that the statuette is genuine and that it represents a soldier
with the Mithraic grade of Lion. From all the representations of the lion-grade known to

us it is clear that this statement is highly improbable. To us the statuette does not look
Mithraic at all. According to Cumont, who saw it at Oxford, it is a modern forgery.

21

The sepulchral inscriptions of Lycaonia on which the titles Aéwv and &eté¢ occur
do not mention any Mithraic grades, as Rhode thought. This has been proved by
Cumont, M. As. Min. 71 n. 3: “Les doutes que j’avais exprimé (MMM II 172 Nos.
549, 550 étaient justifiés. Le Aéwv et 'deréc se rapportent a la construction du
tombeau lui-méme, comme l'a expliqué W. Ramsay, Studies in the History and
Art of the Eastern Roman Provinces, 1906, 278 et confirmé L. Robert, Etudes
anatoliennes, 394" .

PHRYGIA AMORIUM
22
Large limestone stele with an inscription on three sides. The lower part is
broken off. Found at Gheumeh (A4morium) north of Asizié.
Ramsay in REG 11, 1889, 18; MMM II No. 4; Laum, Stiftungen, 135f No. 175,
176.
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I. [@]urfic Alog pdotar étipnoav | [K]bphhav *Avtimdtpov tob xefi [ IMatov
Suyarépa mpbdpotpoy, Tov | Buudy xadosidoavteg xal elg [ v dprnoxelav Tod
pvnpelov ad/tic dyopdsavres maps Odakelpliov K[aA/Motw (sic) aumélwv v
Aa[av]dw, t6/mew Kpa[o]victpa, mAEDpov &v x[E] wislv], / Exapicavto Emac
Ty éE adtév wpbo/[o]dov xataypdvrar Tals xatd Ervoc [ [¢]%tuorc fpépaug
to[ic] MiSpaxd/[v]ois mposta[@id[ovrec, dliapev[o/us]év @V duméhwy T[ot]g
ouveotd/[ow] dmo dptl [p]doTang xal ThHY Ao[u]miyv Emipée[tav mlofo]updvorg
xal €[avt]olg xat éy[yév]o[ic x]al xA[npov/dpot]c adrdv elg Sunvexetav [rolg /
eder]noact [p]ndév  émPlialecdar ? [ Edv Fém]rdnic ol wdotar pmxet[i/
Ypnoxed]wor elvfafe T..1 (?).how [ ... o .. mepht(?) o(?) .t.vopn /... ...

00G.0...veload [ ... ... CUTR ) (- A T 17- 2 B Wo. . to [E]vavriov [ coe. .
...... ad]rovg 6 Iatog [. wotg...... ev [el]c avtol[v] /.. 1 ...... [0og &
...... Jyw .oooo /80 ool [EVE Lol

II. [ Av]tirmatpog B’ I'diof¢ [ E8w]xev éxaploato Qu/Afic Audg wbotalg dp[mé] /Ay Tédv
0006y &v Aa/Aavde, téme Kpaovi/otpy, TAédpa téocapa fut/ov yeitoor DhdTa
> Aoy /miadov xal Zaxxdho[v ‘Pw]/patov xhnpdvopo[c]/ 8mwg thv & adriv
[xop]/metay xatayplicSar(v) &[9€]/Aousty ol ocuvepybpe/vor xal Fpnoxebovreg
[M]/pdov Kupthing t¥g Su[y]e/teds adtol xata Etog [ tals Edporg Huépatg [ Toig
MuSpaxdvols: [Eav] 8¢ Tic adtdv wi) ouvéAdy % uh ow[pyoxedy adtdg | 3
xAnpovéufor adtol of | ocuv[plet[éyovreg ... ...

IIL. qum]éhov 0 xaddéhov Sk 7o t[e]/riuficdar ™y Juyatépa adtfod | O]md Tév
puoT@Y xol dydApat[l] [ pappapée.

For the feast of the Mithrakana, ¢f. Strabo, Geogr. XI, 14 §9 p. 530c. wposta[p]idlovres:
L. Robert, Etudes Anatoliennes, 305 corrects mpoc[pla[y]ialovrec.

SAVGILAR

23

Base (H. 0.84). Was in 1926 in the garden of a house at Savgilar. It cannot be
stated for certain that it was found at Savgilar, a little village on the North-West
bank of Lake Simav (Synaus), on the border between Phrygia and Mysia.

Cumont, Mithra As. Min., 69.

On the front the bust of Mithras with Phrygian cap. The bust is surrounded by
an inscription:

‘HMo (1) Midoa () Midav | Zdhovos [ dvédnxev | ebymy [ Eroug pER’ un(vog) T [a(vi-
wov)].

78/77 A.D.

MYSIA PERGAMUM

24
Round altar in white marble (H. 0.21 Diam. 0.65), found “1909 im mittleren
Teil des Demeter-Bezirks’” at Pergamum.
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Hepding in AM XXXV, 1910, 453; Ann. ép. 1911 No. 43.
L.H. 0.04.
‘HMo () /| KA. Nucopndng [ 6 d¢dovyog.

“Der Stifter kénnte identisch sein mit dem Strategen K. Nikomedes auf pergamenischen
Miinzen der Faustina II und des Commodus”’.

PISIDIA BARIS
25
Stone relief (H. 0.80 Br. 1.00). Was in the house of a Greek at Isparta around
the year 1910, was afterwards lost, and has only recently be refound. At present
in the collection of the ‘“Maison du Peuple” at Isparta (Halkwi).
MM 229; Saxl, 14 and fig. 38; Cumont, M. As. M¢n., 70f and P1. II, 1; CRAI
1947, 303ff and fig. 1.
The relief was thought to be a representation of Mithras as a bullkiller; it is,
however, a Victoria tauroctone, as Louis Robert kindly informs me (Cf. Nilsson,
Gr. Rel. 11, 643 and PL. 16, 1, CRAI 1948, 401).

LYCIA Kavac-Dac
26

Antiin Mon. Ant. XXIX, 1923, 692 thought that a temple built at the entrance
of a grotto in the Kavag-Dag might have been a Mithras-sanctuary. According
to Cumont (M. As. Min., 71 n. 3) “c’est une pure hypothése”.

CILICIA TARsUS
27
Bronze medallion (Diam. 0.036). Berlin, Cabinet of coins; British Museum.
Vignoli, 176 with fig.; Welcker in Zoega, 152 No. 43 and 154; de Hammer,

Mithriaca, 107 No. 82; Lajard, Intr. Pl. CII, 13; Mionnet, Sup. VII, 282

No. 510; Hill, Coins Br. Mus., 213 No. 258 and Pl. XXXVIII, 4; MMM II

189 No. 3 with fig. 12; Head, Hist. Numm., 22, 733; DS, Dict. Ant., 1945 fig.

5084; Frothingham in 4 J4 1918, 63ff; MM 28 fig. 1; Leipoldt, VI and Pl 14;

Saxl, 13; Nilsson, Gr. Rel. 11, Pl. 16, 2. See fig. 4.

O b v.: Bust of Gordian (238-244 A.D.). He is dressed in a paludamentum and
wears radiate crown. Rim of pearls.

Leg.: Adr(oxpdtwp) K(aioap) M. ’Avtéviog T'opdiavdg ZeB(aotdc) mww(arp)
n(atpidoc).

R e v.: Mithras in radiate crown, lifts dagger with his r.h. in order to kill the
bull. With the other hand he grasps the animal’s nostrils. Mithras’ breast is
covered by a cuirass, below which is a short tunic, he also has the flying cloak and
anaxyrides. Rim of pearls.

Leg.: Tdpoov unrpombrews. A(drovépov) p(nrpomoremes) K(huiag) y(pdppot)
B(ovAdc).
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JusTiNOPOLIS
27bis
During the Congress of Ancient Anatolian Studies in Istanbul 1952 M. Gough
lectured about ‘“a new Mithraic inscription from Anazarba”. The monument has
not yet been published.

SYRIA NEMRUD-DAGH
28

King Antiochus I of Commagene (69-34 B.C.) had a sepulchral monument
erected on the terrace of Nemrud-Dagh during his life. On the east part of the
terrace the king had five colossal statues of about 8 M high erected between a lion
and an eagle. The gods are represented in a sitting posture on a throne and are:
Apollo-Mithras (see below); Tyche-Commagene; Zeus-Ahura-Mazda; Antiochus
himself and finally Ares-Artagnes.

On the backs of the five thrones an inscription has been engraved (No. 32).

On the western part of the terrace, again between a lion and an eagle, there are
five representations of the same deities, though here rendered in relief. They are
represented either enthroned or standing, holding out their hands to Antiochus.

First of all Tyche-Commagene, handing gifts to the king; then Apollo-Mithras-
Helios (see below); in the middle Zeus-Ahura-Mazda enthrones and then Ares-
Artagnes-Heracles.

The fifth relief depicts the king’s horoscope (see below).

29
Head of the Mithras-statue.
Humann-Puchstein, Ressen, 295 and Pl. XXXI, 1; MMM II 187 No. 2 and
fig. 9; Goell in ILN 1955, 1094 ff gives a report about new excavations.
Head of beardless Mithras in Phrygian cap, point of which is missing. Round
the hem of the cap a diadem, ornated with thunderbolts. Two hanging ribbons
cover his ears.

30

Relief (H. 2.30 Br. 1.50 D. 0.42).

Humann-Puchstein, Rezsen, 321ff and Pl. XXVIII, 2; MMM II /.c. with
fig. IO; MM, PL 1, 5; Cumont, Rel. Or., 133 fig. 9; RRR 1, 195, 2; DS, Dict.
Ant., fig. 5083; Gressmann, Or. Rel., 143 fig. 53; Sarre, Kunst Pers., fig. 56;
Saxl, fig. 5; Leipoldt, fig. 6 (see fig. 5).

Antiochus, in richly decorated attire with a tiara on his head, holds out his
r.h. to Mithras. He carries a short dagger at his side and holds a sceptre in his
Lh. Mithras wears a similar attire with only this difference, that he wears a
Phrygian cap with two hanging ribbons, covering his ears. Around the head a
nimbus and a crown with 21 rays. The attire consists of a cuirass and ‘a cloak,
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fastened in front with a round fibula. Beneath the cuirass a long tunica, which
is held up between the legs with straps or strings to facilitate walking. Around
the neck a necklace. Mithras extends his r.h. to Antiochus and has a bundle of
twigs (baresman) in his left. Their feet are shod.

31

Relief.

Humann-Puchstein, Reisen, 329ff with Pl. XL; Bey-Effendi, 21f and PL
24; RRR I, 196; MMM II /.c. fig. 8; Gressmann, Or. Rel., 147 fig. 55; Hell.
Gestirnrel., 22f and fig. 8; Cook, Zeus 1, 749 fig. 547 ; Hunger-Lamer, Alfor.
Kult., fig. 193; Sarre, Kunst Pers., fig. 55; Turchi, RR4, Pl. XXII, 2. See
fig. 6.

Horoscope of Antiochus of Commagene (July 17, 98 B.C.). Standing lion to the
right with a crescent below his neck and a number of stars on his body and in
the field. Above his back three large planets, the names of which are mentioned:
Mupderg “Hpaxréovg, Zrirfov *AnéMwvog, Patdwv Aude).

(Cf. Fr. Cumont, Les noms des planetes et I'astrolatrie chez les Grecs, in AntC. IV,
1935, 16 n. 8).

32
Inscription carved on the pairs of columns on the backs of the five thrones,
which stand on the west and east part of the terrace.
Hamdey-Bey, N.D., Iff and Pls I-IV; Puchstein in SbPreussAk 1, 1883,
29ff; Humann-Puchstein, Rezsen, 262ff; Beurlier, Div. hon., 133ff and 111ff;
MMM II No. 1; Norden, Ant. Kunstprosa 1, 1411f; Michel, RIG 735; Ditten-
berger, OGIS 383; Cagnat, IGRR III, 999; Laum, S#fiungen 11, 148ff;
Brinkmann in REMus LXIX, 1914, 585; Waldis, Sprache N.D., 3ff; Jalabert-
Mouterde I, 12 No. 1; Kriiger, Orient w. Hellas, 18ff; c¢f. Kornemann in Klio
I, 1901, 51ff. Our text is taken from Jalabert and Mouterde, who have
commented the inscription excellently well.
After an introduction, in which Antiochus explains his descent and which
testifies his religious conviction, the charter proceeds as follows:
Is.
24.  ’Evyo matpatay [&lexv [w]ap[or]a[B]dbv/
Basiretav [wlév éupo[i]c Gmhxoov Jpb/voig
xowly Yedv andvrov edoefela | yvodune
guijc dlowtav amédeibo pop/eiic pev
(e)indvac mavrola Téxvy *ad /& mohandg
30. Adyog Ilepodv 1e xal | “EXMjvov — ’‘epol
yévoug edtuyes/taty pilla — mapadédwne
xbopnocoug | duslag Te xal mwavnydpeowy
¢ ap/yatde Te vopog xal %owov avdpm/mwv



35.

40.

IIA.
45.

50.

55.

60.

IIB.
65.

70.

75.

80.
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Edoc &t 3t Zuw dwala ppovric | mpooekelpe
T Empavide yepa/pag. “Emel 3¢ iepodestouv
To08e xpn/metda dmbpdnTov Ypbvou Adpoug |
odpaviey &yyiota Dpdvev xatas/Ticucdu
mpoevondny &v & pofxapiotov dypt [YlMpwc
Omdplav odpa | popeiic Euijc Tpds odpavioug
Awdg | *Qpopdcdov Spbvoug Feopuryy Juymy /
npoméudoy elg TOV Emelpov aldvar xou/pNoeTaL.
Tére 8 nal T0vde ydpov [ lepdy dmavTwv xotvdy
dvodsibon | Fedv Evdpbvicpa mposthduny Snwg |
uh povov udv mpoyévev obtog v Gpdc [

M@ (0)g Adyog Bpalc dmpeletong Smap/ym
xaddpupévog ahha xal | Soupdvev Emipavidv
Yelog tdmog &v [ aylew Adpw xadostwdels

und¢ Tév/de TOV TOTOV dppavdv E/ufc

edoefelag &y wld]prupa.

Avbmep | &g 6pdic Awbg e *Qpopdadou xal
*Amér/hwvos Midpov “Hhriov ‘Epuolb xal *Aptd/yvov
‘Heaxréoug "Apewe 2uiic e ma/tpidoc
moavtpdpoy Koppoaynviic deompe/ny) talta
dydrpara xa$dpuoduny. |

And 1e Mdelag pidg Saipooty

gnmudols | olvvdpovov yapaxtiipa Lop@iig

gufic [ ouvavédmxa xal Toyne véag HAuid /Ty
doyatoav Fedv peydhowv Tiuny Emol/noduny
plpmpa dixarov QuAdS/cwv ddavdTov

ppovtidog ¥ ToAAL/xig Epol TapacTATLG
gmpoavig elg Bon/detav dydvev Bacthikév
edpevns [ EwpdTo.

Xdpav te ixaviy xal Tpo/cbédovg EE adTiig
dxwvhitoug elg Juot/év TorvTédetay dméverpor |
eparmelav e dvéylermrov xal | lepelg dminéEog
obv mpenoboaig | Eodnat Ilepowmdin yéver xatéomoun |
xbopov Te xol Atovpylav oy &Elws TOXMG
guic xol doaupdvev [ Smepoyic avédnra. Ilepl
3t lepovp/ytav Gidiwv Suarabiy mpémousay [
growoduny drwg by alc dpyetiog | xal

*OWOC vopoc Erabev | Suotarc xal véag Eoprtag
elg e | Yedv oePaopdv xal Huetépag Tu/pdc
&mavteg of xar’ gy Pactietav [ Emiteddouv.
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On his birthday, the sixteenth of the month of Audnaios, and on the anniversary
of his accession, the tenth of the month of Loos, these new festivities have to be
celebrated. To this purpose he has divided the population of the state into a
certain number of districts. The inhabitants will assemble for the ceremonies in
the nearest sanctuary.

Moreover he orders that the priests have to sacrifice on the 16th and 10th of
every month. This last will he had carved into the columns and let nobody dare
to reach for it with sacrilegious hands!

IIIA. “Ov Héuc avdpamwy [ yeveals dndvrwv odg &v ypdvog [
gmewpog elg Sradoxny [ ywpag Tadtng i3t Biov
115. polpat xatasth/oy T™eelv &ovhov elddtag €¢ YoAemy)
vé[peorg Basthixddv Sapdverv Tinwpds dpot/we
dpeMac te xal OPpewg dotferay drdxel | xadwoiwpéveov
IIIB. te Hpdwv dripacdelc vopog [ dvethdroug Exel Tmotvag.
120. To pdv yap Gorov &mav | xolgov Epyov, Thc 3¢ doefeiug
omiodoBapeic | avayxar. Nopov 3¢ tolrov Quwvi pév
EEnyysthey | Epv volc 32 Jedv éxdpwoey.

Those who have been appointed by him as priests are free from other duties,
so that they can devote themselves entirely to the temple service as founded by
him. On the annual and monthly feasts the priest has to dress out in the Persian
attire, ‘‘with which my favour and the ancestral tradition of our race have clothed
him, and he has to crown all with the gold wreaths”. From the income of the
funds he has to make rich sacrifices of incense and herbs on the altars and to
prepare sacred repasts for all.

The musicians appointed by Antiochus have no other duty than the brightening
of these festivities. Their function passes from father to child and nobody has the
right to deprive anyone of his office or to enslave him. Nor can the funds, which
he has dedicated to the gods be expropriated, or in any way be prejudiced by
anyone. May-so I pray-the paternal gods of Persis, Macedonia and Commagene
bless all those, who keep these commandments:

VB. Ol¢ tabta mwpds/covowy &yd matpgoug &mavtag Féoug
éx Ilepoidoc ve xal Maxétidog | yic Koppaynviic te
gotlag elhe/wg elg mdoav ydpw ebyopar Suoe/pévery.

L. 35: c¢f. Jalabert-Mouterde, No. 33 1. 6.

SAMOSATA

33
Black basalt tablet (H. 0.787 Br. 0.35 D. 0.225), found on the banks of the
Euphrates near Samosate. London, Br. Mus.
Yorke-Hogarth in JHS XVIII, 1898, 312 No. 14; Dittenberger, OGIS No.
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404 ; Marshall, Ancient Greek Inscr. Br. Mus., IV (2), 182 No. 1048; Jalabert-
Mouterde, Inscr. Syrie, 58f No. 52 from which our text.

Remnants of a relief, on which Apollo with aureole, holding out his hand to
Antiochus I of Commagene. At the bottom an inscription. After a short intro-
duction, the tendency of which is similar to that of the large inscription of Nemrud-
Dagh, there are the following lines:

19.  ’Evyo matpiray Pacthe[lav mopodaBov mapd]
Avbg e *Qpopdadov xai *AméM\[wvoc MiSpov “Hiiov ‘Ep]-
pob xal *Aptdyvov ‘Hpaxdéoug [“Apewg, xal moun]-
[od]uevog mahalog duvapewe [xal Toyme véug the &]-
pig hAvudty dedv peyddw[v my dpyatay Tiuny]
&v lepd te Mdelon pidic mepd[dov daiposty odpa]-
25. viowg yopoxthpa Woppic éuig [émmnborg cdvdpovol-
v elg dekude mapéomnon, pefipnua Sixalov QuAds]-
[cwv ddavdTov gpovtidoc] ... ...

Vs 26 elg 3ckudg: ‘‘parait signifier & droite”” (des dieux oivdpovor); el¢ a peut-&tre été
gravé pour &’ (Ditt.-Jalabert).

Dura-Euroros
34
In February 1934 a Mithraeum was discovered on the N.W.side inside the
rampart of Dura-Europos (Es-Salihiyeh) between gate 24 and 23. After the
excavations it was transported to New Haven, Gallery of Fine Arts of Yale
University.
Rostovtzeff in RM 49, 1934, 180ff; cf. BCR 1934 (Not.) 121f; AJA XXXIX
1935, 4f; 147; 259f and 293ff; Mouterde in MUS[J XIX, 1935 ,123f; Dussaud
in Syria XVI, 1935, 313ff; Cumont in CRAI 1934, 90ff; Hopkins in ILN
8 Dec. 1934, 963ff; du Mesnil du Buisson in GBA 1935, 1ff; CRAI 1935,
275ff; Watzinger in die Welt als Geschichte 11, 1936, 397ff; Rostovtzeif e.o.
Report, 62ff; cf. P. Koschaker in OLZ 1941, 271ff; Merlin in JS 1940, 36ff.
Professor C. B. Welles informs me of the fact, that a final report is in prepa-
ration. We have drawn our description from the preliminary report. See fig. 7.
We are highly indebted to Prof. C. B. Welles and Miss Ann Perkins for sending
us photographs of the finds.
Generval plan and history of the Mithraeum.
Rostovtzeff in RM 1934, 180ff and fig. 1; D-E, PL. Il and fig. 6; CRAI 1934,
91ff; GBA 1935, 6ff and fig. 2; Report, 62ff and figs. 29-35, Pls. I and III, 1,
from which our figs. 8-9.

“When the Mithraeum was founded in about 168 A.D. (see inscr. No. 39) it
consisted of three apartments (see plans 8, 9). Room A4 (L. 4.65 Br. 5.80), the
Mithras shrine, was entered by an axial door through a partition separating it
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from a central chamber B (L. 5.75 Br. 3.50), originally a house diwan, that opened
into a courtyard D to the south, and a small chamber C (L. 3.50 Br. 3.50) to the

east’’.

A was divided into three parts: a
paved passage with on either side the
benches & and ¢ (H. 0.72 Br. 1.70), in
which the columns 7 and 2 had been
built to support the ceiling, which was
approximately 1.65 high over their
benches, but about 1.60 higher over the
central aisle.

Via the stairs 4 a rectangular, raised
platform a (H. 0.88), in which a round
well 9 (diam. 0.32). In front of a stood
the main altar with two smaller side-
altars, whereas against the backwall
two reliefs had been fixed (see infra).

About 210 A.D. (see inscr. No. 53) a
first rebuilding took place, because in
the general destruction of the quarter
the early Mithraeum was also destroyed
(see fig. 10). The entire sanctuary was
enlarged considerably. “The new alter- Fig. 9.
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Fig. 10.

ations consisted of adding an antechamber B to the Mithras shrine by taking
out the dividing partition and adding two more columns 3 and 4 on the foun-
dations of that wall (L. 10.90); of building a small room E (L. 5.60 Br. 1.65) on
the south and a low bench on the north of this new addition (H. 0.40 Br. 1.70);
of turning the east chamber C into a vestibule and porch; of constructing an
arched niche back of the altar; and of redecorating the entire chamber”.

Opposite a rectangular recess (L. 1.25 Br. 0.75) in the new podium, there was a
basin 10 in the middle of the paved floor (Diam. 0.32), another basin 11 was
situated in the former room C. Underneath the columns 3 and 4 two altars ¢ and f
were placed.

Finally in ca 240 A.D. a second reconstruction took place, which resulted in the
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Fig. 11.

definitive shape of the sanctuary (see fig. 11). “It is probable that the roof was
removed and altered for the construction of the new vaulted spelaeum and the
additional columns (5, 6, 7, 8). In the Late Mithraeum, the chamber of the south
E was entirely removed and in its place was built a bench, probably low; the low
bench on the north side was heightened to the level of the upper benches; two
more columns were added to either side, making the chamber more symmetrical;
two chambers F (L. 3.25 Br. 6.00) and G (L. 2.50 Br. 6.00) to the north of the
building, the earlier history of which is obscure, were joined to the Mithraeum, a
narrow passageway being cut through the benches leading to a newly pierced
doorway. For the new altar table the aisle between the benches was filled up to
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the bench level as far as the first pair (z, 2) of colums and a stair of seven steps
was built against the face of this platform. Between the first pair of columns and
the wall were built partitions that supported a vault covering the new raised
platform”.

When the walls behind the Mithraeum had to be strengthened against the
impendency of the Persians under Sapor, the sanctuary got buried under the
sand at the capture of the fortification in 256 A.D.

We now proceed to a detailed description of the most important part of the
sanctuary, the elevated altar niche (see figs. 12 and 13).

Rostovtzeffin RM 1934, 184ffand P1. 11; ILN 1934, 963; AJA 1935, PL.1V;
GBA 1935, fig. 5; Report, 79 and PL II and fig. 36.

Fig. 12.

35
The main altar (see fig. 12, 1).

ILN 1934, fig. 4; Report, 66, 75 and fig. 31; PL III, 2.

“All of plaster, the main altar had a square base topped by a quarter-round
molding from which sprang the columnar engaged shaft. The top, 0.73 square
with a molded point at each corner, projected for one third of its width over the
altar table. The central depression was blackened and contained cinders.

To the left of this large altar, 0.08 lower than the altar table and attached to it,
were two smaller altars of molded form. Their bases and tops were square, changing
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in an unbroken surface to a rounded central shaft. The corners of each top were
brought to a point. The central depression of 3 was rimmed with a ring of plaster
opened in front to form a nearly closed horse-shoe and the rim had around its
edge twelve equally spaced holes about 0.004 in diam. The central depression
of 2 was rimmed with a simple smooth ring of plaster. Both altars contained marks
of fire and cinders, although their material and position would not have allowed a
hot or continuous fire to burn there”.

36

“The south end of the altar table was built up around a wooden block or box,
replacing the early low portion of the table there. The plaster altar bowl was
replaced by an earthenware pot which was propped up by a reused inscription,
and a round pierced bronze ornament indicating the ceremonial placement of the
bowl. Under all these additions were found inserted great quantities of small bird,
sheep, and fish bones. On the left, beneath the built-in box or block were found
eight simple lamps, one broken”’ (Report, 75).

37
Behind the main altar is a small relief (H. 0.42 Br. 0.57 D. 0.10) in white gypsum

(see fig. 12, 4 and fig. 14).
ILN 1934, fig. 5; GBA 1935, fig. 4; Report, 92ff with Pl. XXIX, 1; Mesnil
du Buisson in BSAF 1939-40, 191, fig. 7; Berytus XI, 1954, PL. 11, 2.

The bas-relief shows the usual tauroctone scene of Mithras, who wears Persian
clothing (Phrygian cap, flying cloak, tunic, trousers). A dagger sheath is visible at
the juncture of the upper garment and the rear quarter of the bull. With his right
arm Mithras reaches around the animal’s neck and thrusts in the dagger from the
front (dagger not visible). From the lower right corner the dog leaps against the
bull, holding its nose close to the wound, indicated by the flow of blood, painted
in dark red. Just below the dog appears the outline of the snake, which also leaps
against the wound. The scorpion is lacking. “To the right above the bull is a large
sun disc. The rays were cut in a star pattern on the surface of the disc. To the
left is a moon crescent within the horns of which there is a large nine-pointed star.
The centers of the sun disc and of the star were cut away in order to remove jewels
which were set into small drill holes (diam. 0.002). The bottoms of these holes are
clearly visible as are also the marks of the instrument used to break away the
stone. A slicing blow upward and toward the left with a dull chisel was employed
to make the breaks. A similar break appears in the front of Mithras’cap which
also shows the bottom of a drill hole of the same size. A drill hole one millimeter
larger in diameter was used to represent the nostril of the bull. It is almost certain
that it did not carry a jewel. Between the head of Mithras and the moon crescent
the crow appears as if a alighting on a perch”.

“On the top splay there are four holes (diam. 0.01). In the first there is a white
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inset stone. The second one carried a bit of green glazed pottery, but the other
two insets are lost”.

Table of the colours used with numbers indicating the order of application:

Border 1 pink

Splay 1 yellow, 2 gesso in places, 2a yellow
Base 1 pink

Lettering deep red-1 pink, retraced with red

Background 1 yellow 2 gesso in places, 2a black
Sun and star 1 natural, 2 yellow

Moon 1 natural, 2 natural

Crow 1 black, 2 black

Bull 1 natural, 2 natural (mouth, pink)

Blood red-1 pink mixed with white

Dog 1 pink (mixed with white?)

Snake 1 (in relief), 2 (scar)black

Mithras’ cap 1pink; hair 1yellow; face 1 natural outlined in pink with touches of

black; eyes 1 black; kands 1 natural with touches of black; upper garment
1 pink mixed with white (belf and some folds yellow); trousers 1 pink
(trimmings yellow) ; dagger, sheath 1 yellow with touches of pink, 2black;
boots 1 yellow, 2 yellow.

Down the left border of the relief runs an inscription (No. 38) in Greek and in a
tabula ansata there is another one in Palmyrene (No. 39).

38
Report, 83 No. 845. This and the other inscriptions have been published too
in the Année épigraphique 1940, 2671f.
L.H. 0.015-0.021.
"Ed¢aver iotpatyya.
lotpatnya = oTpatnYés

39
Report, No. 845; Mesnil du Buisson in Rev. Et. Sém. XXVIII, 1936, No. 19.

Palmyrene inscription:

Na[p]anoR uBAR T2y AL OT
XT3 ¥T ROwp SY YT ApTar 2
480 naw IR MY

“A good memorial; made by Ethpeni the strategos, son of Zabdé‘a, who is in
command of the archers who are in Dura. In the month Adar of the year 480 (168
A.D.)” (du Mesnil du Buisson).

40
Large relief in white gypsum (H. 0.67 Br. 1.05 D. 0.10). Above the smaller
relief No. 37.
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Rostovtzeff in RM 1934, 186ff and Pl. 12; Cumont in CRAI 1934, 95f; ILN
1934 fig. 6; AJA 1935 P1. Va; GBA 1935, fig. 5; Rostovtzeff, D-E, P1. XVIII,
2; Report, 95ff and Pls. XXIX, 2; XXX (See fig. 15 and fig. 12, 5).

Mithras tauroctone in Eastern attire (Phrygian cap, cloak, tunic, trousers) sits
full front on the bull’s back. Between the knee and left fore leg of the bull there
are seven small altars. Scorpion and torchbearers are lacking; a small dog and
snake try to reach the bull’s wound. On the top of Mithras’ cloak perches a raven
which faces the god. Above Mithras’ head the bust of a bearded god (Saturn-
Serapis) who wears a kalathos and radiate crown. On either side the outlines
of a bust, now sliced off but originally in relief (Sun and Moon).

In front of the bull-killing a group of three persons has been represented. ‘“The
largest figure is Zenobius who stands on a square stone base near the right column.
On the left hand side of the same base stands a small thymziaterion upon which
Zenobius places incense with his r.h. He is clothed in an undergarment with half
length sleeves cut in heavy folds. The upper garment is a mantle which forms a
skirt reaching to the tops of his shoes. Zenobius is unbearded and faces front”. He
wears a small skull cap. To the right of Zenobius is a ledge supported by two
Atlantes-like kneeling figures. On this ledge two smaller persons are standing,
whose names as well as that of Zenobius have been cut out near their heads:
Jariboles and Barnaadath. Both wear trousers; their upper garments extend
down to the knee; Jariboles only wears a mantle. He carries a sword attached
to a belt about his hips; his left hand rests on the sword at his side, but his right
arm is lifted. Barnaadath presses his left hand across his left hip; with his right
arm raised he makes a gesture of adoration by turning the palm to the front,
extending the thumb, and doubling the fingers into the palm.

“Rising from either side of the base of the relief is a round column standing on a
square block and carrying a capital, on which are square abaci from the inner
edges of which springs a low arch. Beneath this arch is a beveled surface which is
occupied by the twelve signs of the Zodiac. These signs begin with the Ram on
the extreme left and end with the Fish in the extreme right. With the exception
of the Crab and the Archer all the signs face toward the left. Above the back of
the Ram there is what appears to be the sun, an incised circle; over the Bull is a
small crescent moon ; between the heads of the Twins there is what seems to be a
star; over the Lion there is a round disc, which may represent the sun. Similar
discs appear near the Crab and the Virgin. The last six signs show no subsidiary
representations”.

In the upper left hand corner, above the arch, is a dressed bust facing to the
right (summer); to it corresponds a bust of winter in the other corner. These
two busts, however, “were covered with the plaster of the niche in the late period,
and so were removed from side at the same time that the busts of Sun and Moon
were cut away’’.



SYRIA 65

Colours used with numbers, indicating the order of application:

Border and base
Lettering

Background above Zodiac
Background below Zodiac
Zodiac

Central bust

Sun and Moon busts
Busts in upper corners
Crow

Bull

Snake and dog

Altar

Zenobius

Jariboles and Barnaadath
Mithras’

1 pink, 2 red on plaster which adheres

red, 1 retraced or covered with pink

1 natural, 2 covered with plaster, red on plaster

1 natural, 2 black (after removal of sun and moon busts)

1 yellow, 2 black(?), 3 black

1 yellow

1 (in relief), 2 (scars) black

1 pink (garments), 2 natural (faces)

1 black, 2 black

1 natural; blood, pink, 2 orange; blood, pink

1 red

1 top, pink; remainder natural

mantle, 1 pink (on some folds yellow); undevgarment, 1 black
between folds; hair, 1 yellow, 2(?), 3 black; eyes, 1 black, 2(?),
3 black; boots, 1 yellow, 2 yellow

1 pink garments, yellow boots, 2(?), 3 faces black

cap, 1 pink, 2 gold, 3 black; kair, 1 orange, 2 gold, 3 black;
face and hands, 1 natural, 2 gold, 3 black; upper garment,
1 pink, 2 gold, 3 black; trousers, 1 pink (black stripe); boots,
1 yellow, 2 yellow

On the base of the relief an inscription No. 41.
“Above the relief were six symmetrically placed holes either for hooks to
suspend lamps or for a curtain across the relief”.

41

Near the heads of the dedicants of relief No. 40.
Report, 97f Nos. 850-2.

1) Zn/v6[Bifog
2) ’lopt/Bedie
3) Bopva/adad

On the base of the relief.

Report, 84 No. 846.

L.H. 0.025.

Bcob (sic) Midpav E&ménoev ZnvéProg 6 xal ElaeBic TapiBwréovs | orpatyyde
70§otdv Eroug devtépov wv'. (170/1 A.D.)
There follow some indistinctly scratched lines (palm-branch?).

Cf. CIL III 7728 (Dorstadt).

42

Around the relief a number of scenes from the Mithras-legend have been painted
(see fig. 12, 6). The main colours are black, yellow and grey.
Rostovtzeff in RM 1934, 189ff; Cumont in CRATI 1934, 97ff; du Mesnil du
Buisson in GBA 1935, 8ff and figs. 8-12; Report, 105ff and P1. XVIII, 1.
The thirteen pictures, each one of them in a trapezoidal frame, are divided
from the larger bas-relief by a stylized painted garland. The key of the arch was

5
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formed by a central picture which divided the series of pictures into two halves,
containing six pictures each.

1) The key stone is adorned by the upper part of the body of a beardless god,
whose head is surrounded by the nimbus and veiled; in his r.h. he holds the Aarpé
(Saturnus) (fig. 16).

Down to the left:

2) Standing bearded Jupiter with a nimbus round his head throws his thunder-
bolt at

3) Two anguipede giants. One of them is falling down already, while the other
is about to throw a boulder (fig. 17).

4) Against a mountain a reclining figure, wrapped in a long mantle, his head
covered with a hanging veil. In his right hand he holds the harpé (Saturnus).
Above the god a palm-branch. The mountain, consisting of cloudlike little hills,
is overgrown (fig. 18).

5) Mithras with the Phrygian cap on his head emerges from a flaming rock,
with upraised hands, carrying a torch.

6/7) Lost.

On the right hand side:

8) Standing Mithras in Eastern attire, shoots an arrow from his Parthian bow
at a rock or a cloud (water-miracle) (fig. 19).

9) Mithras rides on the back of the bull running to the right. With his r.h. he is
making the usual gesture against the evil eye, in his left he is holding a red sphere.

10) Mithras in Persian-Palmyrene attire is transporting the bull on his back
into a cave.

11) Mithras is standing in front view. Before him kneels Sol, who is completely
nude. Mithras has taken off the Phrygian cap of Sol, which he holds in his r.h.,
and lays his Lh. on the head of Sol. Above Sol is a sun-disc.

12) Cautes and Cautopates transporting on a big pole the dead body of the
bull (fig. 20).

13) Banquet scene. Mithras in his cap to the right, Sol in radiate crown to the
left, seated or reclining behind the corpse of the bull. Each holds a rhyfon. At the
left is represented a raven with human body and a raven’s head. His beak is open;
in his r.h. he holds a long spit with pieces of meat which he offers to the banqueters
(fig. 21).

43
The soffit or reveal of the arched niche had been decorated with white stars on

a blue background. Near fig. 12, 7 were the remnants of two persons in Phrygian
cap and wearing a cape held at the breast by a large brooch (Report, 102 and
PL XII1, 1, 2). In the Latter Mithraeum, however, they have been covered up by
the twelve signs of the zodiac painted in red and white.

ILN 1934 fig. 1; GBA 1935 fig. 5, 6; Report, 110.



SYRIA 67

The signs of the zodiac are painted in a counter-clockwise direction. The series
began at the top of the soffit with Aries (lost) and Taurus (lost) ; then followed the
usual sequence through Virgo. The second set began at the bottom at the right.
Fish lost.

44
On the front of the arcosolium on either side a sitting figure (fig. 12, 8; fig. 22).

Cumont in CRAI 1934, 100f; ILN 1934 fig. 8, 9; du Mesnil du Buisson in
GBA 1935, fig. 13; Bidez-Cumont, Les Mages 1, Pl. I, 1, 2; Rostovtzeff,
D-E, fig. 10; Report, 110f and PL. XVI, XVII.

“Two persons in the usual Perso-Palmyrene dress seated majestically in two
large and fine carved armchairs. Both wear the Mithraic #iara, both are bearded
and wear a drooping, short, black moustache, both have the Iranian type of face.
In the Lh. they hold a white roll and in the right a black cane with a flat top”.
The whole has been painted in a brownish yellow colour. Probably these Mag:
represent the patres of the Dura-community.

45
The upper part of the outer surface of the arch was occupied by a large

composition (fig. 12, 9).
Report, 111 and P1. XVIII, 2.

Only a few remnants are still visible. The center was occupied by the represen-
tation of Mithras as a bull-killer between the two dadophores. Mithras and Cauto-
pates are not preserved, Cautes wears a radiate crown. The frontlegs, the horns,
genitals and part of the trunk of the bull are visible. Furthermore the head of the
snake and part of a torch, pointing down. ‘““To the right and left of this scene were
represented seven cypress trees and seven burning altars. Originally there were
eight of the latter, but one is obliterated. In the branches of the cypress tree
nearest to the right dadophore was painted a little pink figure of a child as if
emerging from the tree” (Mithras’ birth).

In the left lower corner an inscription No. 46.

46
In black letters. L.H. 0.02-0.025.
Report, 104 No. 853.
Napa Mapée Loypdpe.

47
“Several heads were found of such a large scale that they must have belonged to

fairly large paintings” (See fig. 12, 10) (Report, 104).
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48

“Around the niche (fig. 12, 9) were found fragments of a series of small paint-
ings set in a semicircular band of panels. On the left side, next to the bottom, a
reclining figure was represented, his head projecting into the border of the panel.
Immediately above this another head in a similar position was found.

Farther up, in what would have been the third panel of the series, a small
fragment bore the legs of a kneeling figure and above this were what appeared to
be the feet of two figures. If all the panels of this series were of the same width,
there would have been precisely enough space for thirteen panels”. (Rep., 102).

49
“On the south bench, fallen from the back wall (fig. 12, 12), was found a

fragmentary scene of Mithras with the Sun, painted in a large scale” (fig. 23).

““Mithras, on the right side reclining to the left, has wide eyes, curly hair, a
Phrygian cap. He wears a Persian dress, a long sleeved tunic with embroidered
“manchettes”, a leather(?) collar divided in squares, each square being adorned
with a precious stone, an embroidered front stripe going down the tunic, and a
leather belt divided like the collar in squares, with a precious stone set into the
centre of each. From the shoulders hangs a cloak, fastened over the breast with a
circular brooch. The right arm and hand of Mithras are behind the waist of Sol
as if he were embracing him in a friendly gesture. In his left hand he holds a
rhyton.

Sol is dressed in exactly the same manner as Mithras. His head is bare, encircled
by a nimbus and turned right and up. His wide open eyes are gazing up in the
direction of heaven” (Report, 103 and Pl. XIII, 3).

50

““On this same bench, where the banquet scene was found, and adhering to the
south wall (fig. 12, 11), were many fragments of plaster decorated with green
leaves and tree branches” (Report, 104).

51

“Fragments of a figure dressed in the same manner as Mithras in the banquet
scene, were found in the rubbish”. The index finger of his r.h. seems to be pointing
at something (Report, 104 and PL. XII1I, 4).

52
On the side-walls of the niche there is on either side a representation of Mithras
as a hunter.
Cumont in CRAI, 1934, 102f; Rostovtzeff in RM, 190ff and P1. 13; ILN 1934,
fig. 7; AJA 1935, Pl. V b; GBA 1935, fig. 1; Syria 1935, 314 with fig.; C.
Hopkins, Aspects of Parthian Art in the Light of Discoveries from D-E, in
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Berytus 111, 1936, 1ff and Pl. VIII; Report, 112ff and Pls. XIV, XV. See
fig. 24 with courtesy of Yale University Art gallery.

The picture on the left wall is excellently preserved. Mithras is represented on
horseback galloping to the right and shooting arrows. In the figures of the deer
the upper part of their horns has the form of a crescent. The horse has large
breast phalerae and balloon-like tassels behind. Mithras is dressed in Perso-
Palmyrene attire, his bow, arrows and quiver are typically Sassanian.

“The god is assisted by a large snake speeding forward under the feet of his
horse and by a big lion galloping before him. Mithras has already wounded all
the wild animals. Each of them has an arrow in its neck, two of the arrows being
broken, and blood is flowing in abundance from their wounds. The hunt takes
place in a forest. The trees are highly stylized. Each has three fan-like leaves or
clusters of branches. Besides the trees, there are some low plants on the ground,
each with three stems ending in an arrow-like point.

Less well preserved is the picture on the right wall. It is almost identical with
that on the left wall. The only difference is that the snake is omitted and its place
is taken by a very small lion, almost a copy of the lion of the other picture”.

53
Dipinto inside of a tabula ansata (H. 0.33 L. 0.65); letters painted, probably

red (L.H. 0.042).
ILN 1934, fig. 3; Report, No. 847 and P1. XLIX, 1.

Pro sal(ute) et incol(umitate) d(ominorum) / n(ostrorum) imp(eratorum) L.
Sep(timi) Severi pii / Pert(inacis) et M. Aurel(i) Antonini [[et L. Sept(imi) Geta[e]]]
| Aug (ustorum) tem/plum dei Solis invicti Mithrae sub Minic(io) Martiali proc-
(uratore) / Aug(usti) / rest(itutum) ab Ant(onio) Valentino (centurione) princ(ipe) /
pr(aeposito) ve[x(illationum) leg(ionum) IIIJI Scyt(hicae) / et XVI F(laviae)
F(irmae) p(iae) f(idelis).

Between 209 and 211 A.D.

Ant. Valentinus dedicated an altar in the Dolicheneum at Durain 211 A.D. (J. F. Gilliam,
The Dolicheneum, I11: Inscriptions, Yale 1952, No. 970 and Pl. XIX, 1; P. Merlat in RA4
XLIII, 1954, 184).

54
Graffito on column 7 in black letters (L.H. 0.01).

RM 1934, 203 and fig. 4; ILN 1934, fig. 2; Ann. ép. 1935, No. 159; Report,
No. 848 and Pl. XLIX, 2.
Yrep Nixng w0l Kupt/ov Huév Adroxpdropos | Napa 9eq) Midpa [ vapa martpast
AwBer/oavey xal Ocwdipey | vapo xal Mapeive me/titopt vapa mast Tols | cuvdekiolg
Toapa 1o Ye[H].

Underneath the word “Mi%pag’” in a crown; to the right a palmbranch. The emperor
mentioned is probably Caracalla.
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55
Dipinto on one of the columns or walls. L.H. 0.005-0.01.

Report, No. 849.
Archelao [ trib(uno) felic(iter).
The same name occurs in a dipinto near one of the heads mentioned in No. 43 (Report, 90).

56
Graffito on column z. L.H. 0.015-0.01.
Report, No. 854.
Napa [t6 dciw?] | dpSoypap[d].

57
Dipinto in black letters (L.H. 0.03-0.05) above the podium in the S~W corner

of the Mithraeum.
Report, No. 855 and PL. L, 1.
YrepBeperaiov ¥ (or ty’) / Na[u]a Kamito[Aei]ve) [ matpl matépmv [ xal Zatop-
vetde [ matpl matépov wW[all JA[. .. .. Jo x[al Nletre [/ x[a]t Awpidte dvre/mdTpe *ol
*Avtov/eive xal otpati[oTong . . . .

58
Dipinto in red letters (L.H. 0.03-0.01).
Report, No. 856 and PL. L, 2.

[Nd]pa Moveuy | [afploic xail [Tepséa/[wv. .] éAepvorc.

59
Inscription in red letters (L.H. 0.025-0.05) inside of a tabula ansata.

Report, No. 857.
Napa Kofp]/epley otpa/tiddry | duepio.

60
Engraved above the preceding No. L.H. 0.01-0.02.
Report, No. 858.

A 3 ! y 4 4 3 ~ ’ ~ 5 ~
Naypa érniot *Avtovelve [ot]/cpedty dyadd ouvdekie [ t6 edoefel.

61
Engraved in column z. L.H. unknown.
Report, No. 859.
[N]ama / Maximus / magus.

62
Engraved in fragment of a column. L.H. 0.01-0.015.
Report, No. 860.
Nam(a] / Maximus / scen[i]co / leg(ionis) IIII Sc(ythicae).
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63
We could only find the following terms of the mystae, because the preliminary
Report has not yet published all the inscriptions.

x6pak; otpamiw™g; &Ppos Acwv; uehhoréwv; Ilépons; matip; avrimatnp; vouee
or dyadd VOppe; G6TEpEMTNG; 6oPLETNG; GuVdEELoc.

It seems that the vbugoc occurs sixteen times.

64
Scratched on a piece of wall plaster. L.H. 0.006-0.013.
F. Heichelheim in Tenney Frank, Economic Survey of Ancient Rome, IV 1938,
207; Report, No. 861 and PL. L, 3.
Sawvar. . .. [ xpéag. ... [Ehev ¥ .. .. [EdAa %P [ pepavidia ve' [ wdpTa uB [ ENNbyvey

’

VE .

“A jar of wine, [denarii-); meat, [den. ]; 0il, den.[-]; wood, den. 2; radishes, assaria(?)
5; paper, ass. 2; lamp wicks, ass. 5.

65
Scratched on piece of wall plaster. L.H. 0.015-0.03.
Report, No. 862; Heichelheim, o.c., 207.
npeag K1 [FuL?] [ yapéhey Ko [ ydpto va’ [B3w[p] Ko [yoha Ko [Sdva ¥ xn'v
W' [ Hva v

“meat, den. 19 ass. 17; sauce, den. I; paper, ass. I; water, den. I; wood, den. I; jar of wine,
den. 28 ass. 11; total, den. 51 ass. 11",

66
Engraved on column 3 in minute letters.
Report, No. 863.
eloodog | odoc.

67
Scratched on a large piece of wall plaster.
Report, No. 864 and Pl L, 4.
Patri / vita Ka/merio.

68
Scratched above the preceding No.
Report, No. 865.
TLPWTOY dodpa [ TO xal payol ) virtpov 66(0)iw(v).

69
On piece of wall plaster. L.H. 0.006-0.008.
Report, No. 866.

Tov Yig &y. .. [ xad Odatog. .. [ mapeipec. ... [ dAwigo. . ..
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70
Inscription found in the cella of Turmasgade in the Dolicheneum. “Cut on the
lowest slab of the east jamb of the court door after it was in place. An iron
dowel was later set in its face”.
Ann Perkins, The Excavations at Dura-Europos. The Dolichenewm, Harvard
1952, 115f No. 974 and PL. XX, 1; P.Merlat in R4 XLIII, 1954, 194 n. 3.
L.H. 0.035.
Ai ‘HMeo | MiSpa ayt/o Oiote | émmude | To[upluaayn /89 [...] "Tov/[Aav]de
otpa(tidtng) [ [Aely(edvoc) off @(Aaovtac) (tppnc) | [(Av]Twvivie/viic.
First quarter of the third century A.D.

ARSHA-WA-QIBAR
71

Rectangular relief (H. 0.54 Br. 0.98). Museum Damascus. Found in 1932 by
Captain Lavrieste on the left bank of the Afrin, near a bridge where the Roman
road from Antiochia biforcates to the East and North-East.

Cumont in Syria 1933, 381ff and Pl. XL, 2; Berytus XI, 1954, PL III, 1. See
fig. 25.

The relief is hewn out in a thick piece of rock-stone. A monstrously small
Mithras in Eastern dress as a bull-killer. Behind the animal’s drooping tail a
snake; on the other side, in front of the bull, the dog. The raven flies towards the
god, the scorpion is invisible. In the upper corners the busts of Sol(l) and Luna(r).
On either side of the main scene, separated from it by verticale rims, the torch-
bearers. Each of them has a torch in the one and an oval object (plate or vase) in
the other hand.

SAHIN
72

Inscription found at Sahin in Phoenicia. This is in the country of Khouabe,
near Tortosa (near the Aradus).

Renan, Mission de Phénicie, 103; MMM II No. 5.

[@c]é Gdiore odpavip O[mdre xal ‘Hile dviire ?] [ [Mi]dpa 6 Bédpde éxtiady. . ]/
[6]p%éic &v 16 %9, Emfipatetag? .. ... .. 1/ [ntlp cwmnpiag Oeo[plpdcton. ... .. 1/
éml dpyiic Zohwpavolvu. .. ..

208 A.D. according to the Seleucide-era.

SERIANE(?)

73
Franz Cumont in Syria 1933, 382 n. 2 gives a note regarding the doubtful
existence of a Mithraeum at Quasr-ibn-Wardin (Seriane?): “A propos de la
fondation du chateau de Quasr-ibn-Wardan les Bédouins racontent une légende
de laquelle Noldeke a conclu que c’était un fort du limes et qu’il s’y trouvait un
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Mithréum (cf. Littmann, Ruinenstitten Syriens, 16), mais cette interprétation
est trés douteuse” (cf. Honigmann in PW s.v. Syria col. 1579; 1560).

SipoN
74

About the Mithraeum at Sidon (Saida), the article of the journalist Durighello,
which has been published again by Reinach, does not give satisfactory explanation.
Part of his statements, especially those about the finds, is based on the truth;
according to de Ridder, however, one has “démésurement grossi l'importance
d’une découverte réelle”’. Beside the statues, niches are mentioned, in which they
shall have been placed, and a tesselated floor. According to the seleucid era the
Mithraeum must have existed in the second century, assuming, however, the
autonomic era of the city itself, the sanctuary existed in the fourth one. The last
dating has been proposed by E. Will in Syria XXVII, 1950, 261ff, especially the
name of one of the dedicators Fl. Gerontios points into this direction.

The collection of sculptures (coll. Péretié) was bought by de Clercq in Paris in
1882 and is now deposited with Comte Louis de Boisgelin, 5 Rue Masseran, Paris
(VII). To his kindness we owe that we have been in the opportunity to study the
documents.

E. Durighello in Bosphore Egyptien, 19 Aug. 1887; S. Reinach in RA (I) 1888,
9Uff; Chroniques d’Orient, 1, 434ff; MMM II 191 No. 4; de Ridder, Coll. CI.
IV, 52ff.

75
Relief of Parian marble (H. 0.445 Br. 0.77 D. 0.08).

de Ridder, 55ff No. 46 and Pl. XIX (see fig. 26); DS, col. 1952 fig. 5092;
RRR II 301, 4; Leipoldt, IX and fig. 15; Saxl, fig. 195.

Mithras puts his r. foot victoriously on the hind-leg of the bull and thrusts the
dagger into its heart. The god is represented in Eastern attire: a short chiton with
a tight-fitting string around the chest, a flying cloak adorned with stars, high
boots and a Phrygian cap with a star on the point. Dog and snake want to lick
the abundantly flowing blood; the scorpion clasps the testicles. The latter,
however, belongs at the same time to the signs of the zodiac, which has been
depicted round the scene.

Behind the bull there are four representations:

1) On a pedestal a naked youth with a chlamys thrown over his r.shoulder; he
holds a pair of scales (wega) in his upraised r.h.

2) Standing Virgo, with long garment, drawn over her head.

3) On a pedestal stands a roaring Lion with raised fore-legs.

4) Cancer.

Above from left to right:
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5) On a base the nude Twins embracing each other. The left figure in a beard,
holds a club in his raised r.h.

6) Taurus to the left.

7) Aries to the right.

8) Two Fishes in opposite direction above each other.

In front of the bull:

9) On a pedestal a naked youth emptying an amphora over his 1. shoulder
(Aquarius).

10) Capricorn to the left with the tail of a fish.

11) Centaur as an archer (Sagittarius).

In the corners of the relief the busts of the four seasons are represented as
children, in medallions. In the bottom corners the bust of winter(l) in a cap and
with a duck on the left side; the bust of autumn(r) with a shawl wrapped around
her shoulders and a wreath in her hair; a basket with fruit by the right side. In
the upper corners the bust of spring(l), half-naked with a chaplet of leaves in her
hair; by her side a flower-basket with handle. The half-clothed bust of summer(r)
with a corn of ears in her hair. By her side a sheaf.

In between the latter two are, also in medallions, the dressed bust of Luna(l)
with elaborate headdress and crescent behind her shoulders and of Sol(r) with
radiate crown around his curly head. Before and behind Mithras a raven, the
right of which is represented much larger.

76
Statue of Parian marble (H. 0.79 Br. 0.87).
de Ridder, 59f No. 47 and Pl. XX (see fig. 27).

Mithras in Eastern attire, girded with a sheath, kills with a large dagger the
bull. The dog with collar, the snake and the scorpion on the usual place. On the
bottom border an inscription:

D, T'epbvriog, mathp véupwos Tév TeEAeT@v ToD Y0l edyaploTAV dQLEpWOdTE TE
@ Erer.

According to E. Will: 389 A.D.; but according to the Seleucid era the Sidon sculptures
are dated to the year 188 A.D. Cf. Le Roy Campbell in Berytus XI, 1954, 26 n.1.

77
Statue of Parian marble (H. 0.80 Br. 0.83).

de Ridder, 60f No. 48 and P1. XXI (see fig. 28) ; Leipoldt, fig. 31; Saxl, fig. 193.
Mithras, in short chiton and shod, carries the young bull on his shoulders.

78
Statue of Parian marble (H. 1.08).
de Ridder, 61ff No. 40 and Pl. XXTI-XXIII (see fig. 29); Legge in Proc. Soc.
bibl. arch., 1912, Pl. XIX, 18; 1915, 154 and Pl. XXIII, 1; DS col. 1951 fig.
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5090; RRS II 266, 4; Gressmann, Or. Rel., 146 fig. 54; Cumont in CRAT
1928, 277 and Pl. I, 3; Leipoldt, XV and figs. 35-36; MM, Pl. I, 6; Lavedan,
Dict. Myth., 654 fig. 617; Pettazzoni in AntC. XVIII, 1949 PL VII.

On a round pedestal with inscription (No. 79) stands an entirely naked figure
with a lion’s head (Aion). Beneath his wide-open mouth the head of a snake,
entwining him in three large coils. In his hands, which he holds stiffly by his sides
the god carries two keys. A double pair of wings attached to his back; behind
his legs a tree-stump. The purpose of a round hole in the back of his head is
doubtful.

79
D). Tepbvriog, mamp vopiog, avedépny 16 ¢ &t

8o
Statue of Parian marble (H. 0.87 Br. 0.18; base 0.30).
de Ridder, 63f No. 50 with Pl. XXIV (see fig. 30).
Cautes in short chiton and long mantle, holds in his hands the torch. A dog,
two legs of which have got lost, jumps towards the left.

81 :
Statue of Parian marble (H. 0.88 Br. 0.13; base 0.28).
de Ridder, 64f No. 51 with Pl. XXV.
Cautopates in Eastern attire, holds in his hands the torch. Behind his left leg a
snake.

82
Statue of Parian marble (H. 0.86 Br. 0.22; base 0.35).
de Ridder, 65f No. 52 with Pl. XXVT (see fig. 31).
Near a tree-stump Cautes is standing in Eastern attire. In his r.h. he holds an
ornamented double-axe; in his Lh. a torch, pointed upwards. Over his arm he
carries a piece of cloth.

83
Statue of Parian marble (H. 0.88 Br. 0.38; base 0.19).
de Ridder, 66f No. 53 with Pl. XXVII (see fig. 32).
Torchbearer (Cautes) in a long mantle and booted stands beside a tree-stump,
to which a quiver has been attached with the aid of a strap. In his r.h. he holds
the torch, in his Lh. an eight-shaped double-axe.

84
Statue of Parian marble (H. 0.755; diam. base 0.245).
de Ridder, 67ff No. 54 and PL. XX VIII; Will in Syria XXVII, 1950, 167 fig. 1.
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On a base, in which an inscription (No. 85), a standing triple Hekate, the heads
of whom bear a commune polos. The figure is encircled by three dancing Nymphs.

85

D). Depévriog, mathp vépipog, edyaptetdy v Fov doepwodte @ &t

86
A bronze Venus (de Ridder, III, 44 No. 43 and Pl. VIII) and another one in
Parian marble. The latter shows traces of red painting in her hair.

87

In the personal notes of Fr. Cumont, which he shortly before his death gave
for our perusal, we find that the monuments of Sidon have been found: “dans
une salle sans fenétres entiérement murée (pour échapper a la déstruction)”.

SeCIA
88

A rectangular relief in bazalt (H. 0.72 Br. 0.68 D. 0.10). Preserved in the
Museum at Damascus. Found at Si (Djebel Druze) in front of the temple of
Doushara or Dusares.

Butler in Syria, 399 and fig. 344B; Frothingham in AJA4 1918, 54ff and
Pl. III (see fig. 33); Cumont in RAR LXXVIII, 1918, 207ff; Watzinger-
Whulzinger, 109 No. 7 and fig. 75; Willin Syria XXIX, 1952, 67f; Berytus X1,
1954, PL II, 1; Abdul-Hak, 64 and Pl. XXVII, 2.

Mithras tauroctone in usual attire and Phrygian cap. Scorpion and snake near
the genitals of the bull; dog leaping up; the raven on the flying cloak of the god.
Behind the bull Cautes is standing with upraised torch. The upper corners are
occupied by the busts of Sol(l) with a crown of six (originally seven) rays around
his head and of Luna(r) with crescent behind her shoulders. Remarkable is, that
the bull’s tail is not pointing upwards, but droops down.

89

A second relief (H. 1.15 Br. 1.06), certainly made by the same sculptor, had
been inserted in a larger bazalt-stone, which is beside the entrance of a grotto.
Museum at Damascus.

Will in Syria XXIX, 1952, 68 and PL VI, 2.

Representation of Mithras tauroctone. Except for some minor differences it is
identical with the preceding one, but now the two torchbearers are represented.
Above the relief the inscription:

D(eo) S(oli) I(nvicto).

Both reliefs may have belonged to the same spelaeum, from which No. 88 must have
been dragged away to the temple of Dusares.



SYRIA 77

LATTAKIEH-TARTOUS

90

Fragment of white marble relief (H. 0.20 Br. 0.13 D. 0.07). The exact origin
is not known, but as proveniance the Syrian coast between Lattakieh and Tartous
is indicated. Museum at Aleppo. First half of the 2nd cent. A.D.

Will in Syria XXIX, 1952, 67 and P1. VI, 1; 3.

Head of Mithras with Phrygian cap and surrounded by a nimbus and rays.

Above it part of the rock.
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AEGYPTUS MEMPHIS
91

At about a mile’s distance from the village of Mit-Rahine near Memphis a
Mithraeum has been discovered, which itself has not yet been described. The
finds have been transported to the Museum of Cairo.

Marble relief (H. 0.92 Br. 0.69). Inv. No. 85747.

Virey, Gizeh, 95 No. 296 and 296bis; MMM II 407 and 520ff No. 285 with
fig.; Wiedemann in Wiener Zeitschr. f. die Kunde des Morgenlandes XXXI,
1924, 310f; Maspéro, Guide Caire, 219 No. 990; Strzygowsky, Cat. Caire, 9ff
with fig. (see fig. 34).

Mithras in ochreous tunic and red cloak as bull-killer. Snake creeping over the
ground, dog near the wound; scorpion on the usual place. The background is
rocky; in it on the left side the raven and in the middle above Mithras’ head a
bust, coming out of the rock (Saturn). On either side of this main scene a column
with capitals of foliage, supporting the arch of the grotto. On these columns
Cautes(r) and Cautopates(l) are represented, holding with both hands their torches.
They do not stand cross-legged. In the upper corners, outside the niche, the busts
of Sol in nimbus and radiate crown and of Luna in a crescent. This part of the
relief has been richly adorned with leafy branches.

Lost: head and r. arm with dagger of Mithras; the rear quarter of the dog and
the lower part of Cautes.

92

Relief in limestone (H. 0.87 Br. 0.80). Inv. No. 7259.

MMM II No. 2856 and fig. 479.

In a cave Mithras, killing a very small bull. The god, whose r. arm and head
have got lost, wears a Phrygian cap with two long flaps hanging over his shoulders.
On the border of the rock the raven; the dog and snake are present; whether the
scorpion had been represented is not clearly to be seen. In the upper corners the
busts of Sol(l) in nimbus and radiate crown and of Luna in crescent(r). On the
border of the rock traces of red paint.

93
Relief in limestone (H. 0.85 Br. 0.70). Inv. No. 7260.

MMM II No. 285¢ and fig. 480.
The badly preserved and primitive relief represents Mithras in Eastern attire
6
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as a bull-killer. The dog, snake and scorpion are present; the raven is no longer
visible. In the upper corners the busts of Sol and Luna had presumably been
represented.

94
Statue in limestone (H. 0.75). Inv. No. 7268.

MMM II No. 2854 and fig. 481 ; Strzygowsky, o.c., 14f; RRS ITI 138, 7 (fig. 35).
Standing figure with lion’s head; the upper part of his body is nude. Round the
hips he wears a loincloth, tied up in front (Aion).

95
Statue in limestone (H. 0.75).

MMM II No. 285¢ with fig. 485; RRS III 140, 9.
On a base a person in Eastern attire and Phrygian cap. He holds his left arm
down, the right, however, probably raised (Cautes).

96
Fragment of a statuette in limestone (H. 0.40).
MMM II No. 285f and fig. 484; RRS III 140, 8.
Torchbearer in Eastern attire. The head, the legs beneath the knees and the
torch are lost. Not cross-legged.

97
Statuette in limestone (H. 0.50).

MMM II No. 285¢ and fig. 483; RRS III 140, 6.
On a base a standing torchbearer not cross-legged. The torch in his Lh. which
he presses against his body, has got lost as well as the r. arm and head.

98
Upper part of a statue in limestone (H. 0.40).
MMM II No. 285k and fig. 482; RRS III 140, 5.
Standing torchbearer dressed in a tunic and hanging cloak. The cap leaves
the front part of the head uncovered. The arms and the legs beneath the knees
are lost.

99
Badly damaged fragment of a statuette in limestone (H. 0.25).

MMM II No. 285 and fig. 486.
Standing person in Eastern attire. Head, arms and feet are lost.

100
Statue in limestone (H. 0.50).
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MMM II No. 2855 and fig. 487.
Standing lion, mouth half-open. Legs and tail lost.

101

Two figures of women, of which it is not sure that they have been found inside
the enclosure of the Mithraeum (H. 0.45 and 0.50). They are clothed in long
garments and one of them is standing cross-legged, the other rests a branch over
her left shoulder, ending in a bunch of flowers (MMM II No. 285%/! and figs. 488/9).

APOLLINOPOLIS(?)
102
Upper part of a statuette in limestone (H. 0.53). Find-spot unknown. The
statuette had been bought by A. Wiedemann in 1882 at Luxor from a man “who
just came from Kiis, the ancient Apollinopolis”. Probably in the Museum at
Cairo.
Wiedemann in Wiener Zeitschr. {. die Kunde des Morgenlandes XXXI, 1924,
3111. Further details of this statuette we have not been able to obtain.
Standing man with lion’s head, the mane of which cover a great part of his
breast. A snake is winding itself over his shoulders, and via its armspits it ties
itself into a knot over his breast. Judging from the remains the r. upper arm was
stretched out and the left raised. No wings on his shoulders. The lower part has
got lost, but the rear quarter must have been that of a lion, the legs human.

OXYRHYNCHUS
103

Relief in limestone (H. 0.98-1.02 Br. 0.57-0.58 D. 0.08) broken in three parts.
“Un ritrovamento clandestino dei cavatori di Sébach”. Museum of Greek and
Roman Antiquities at Alexandria.

Breccia, Cronos mitriaco, 257ff with Pl. (see fig. 36); D. Levi in Hesperia XII,
1944, 275 fig. 5; Pettazzoni in AntC. XVIII, 1949, 271 and PL II, 4.

Standing Aion with four wings, one pair pointing upwards, the other pair
pointing downwards. The god is represented as partly human partly animal.
Around the lion’s head a nimbus with radiate crown, only four of which are
visible owing to damage. Bare arms and breast; the lower part of the body from
the hips to the cloven hoofs is covered with shaggy hair. A rearing lion has been
represented between the two left wings, above the animal a star. In each hand
he holds a key, moreover, the r.h. lifts a torch; between his thumbs a long object,
probably a lightning.

From each hand a snake is hanging, one of which holds his head over a krater,
the other over a small burning altar, which are standing on either side of the god.
Creeping up to the altar is a third and bigger snake, coming from between the
teeth of Aion’s mouth.
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On the relief remnants of a coat of painting have been preserved (golden-yellow,
red, blue).

According to Pettazzoni in AntC. XVIII, 1949, 265ff the Aion in general finds its
iconographical origin in Egypt. In connection herewith it may be suitable to point out,
that Mithras must have been worshipped in Egypt in the third century B.C. A papyrus
from Gurob in the Fajoum (J. G. Smyly, Greek Papyri from Gurob (Cunningham Memoirs
XII), Dublin 1921, 36ff) contains an inventary of small cattle belonging to the temple-
properties of Aphrodite, Hermes, Nephtimis and, according to line 10, of Mithras. Of this
“Mithraeum’’, however, no traces have been found.

In a papyrus from Oxyrhynchus from 214 A.D. a certain M. Aurelius Andronicus has
the surname of Mithres (U. Wilcken, Grundziige der Papyruskunde, Berlin 1912, 129; W.
Schubart, Einfithrung in die Papyruskunde, Berlin 1918, 343; 353).

ALEXANDRIA(?)
104 :
Head in limestone (H. 0.105) found at Egypt (Alexandria?). Tiibingen, Inv.
No. 3856.
Exped. Sieglin 11 (IB), 126f No. 116 with fig. 52 and PI. VIII, 3.
Head with Phrygian cap to the r. Pathetical expression (Mithras?) Neck
restored in gypsum.

105 .
Exped. Sieglin l.c. cites ‘“das Fragment einer Marmorscheibe mit Mithras-
darstellung in der Sammlung Rubensohn in Berlin”.
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LIBYA CYRENE
106
Marble head (H. 0.15), found under the threshold of the Iseum at Cyrene.
Ghislanzoni, Sant. Div. Al., 164f with fig. 7; Cumont in JS 1927, 318ff; P.
Romanelli, La Cirenaica romana, Roma 1943, 223.
Head with locks of hair and Phrygian cap. Mouth half-open; pathetical ex-
pression. Nose damaged. Very probably the head of Mithras as bull-killer. End of
second or begin of third cent. A.D.

107

Damaged statue. Proportion and Museum not known to us. Found at Cyrene

“nel piazzale della fonte di Apollo”.
Ghislanzoni, o.c., 204 n. 1.

On a rectangular base, a bull is lying whose head has got lost. On his
outstretched hindleg a l.foot and a part of a leg. In the bull’s side a hole, where the
dagger had been thrust in. On the bull’s back several junctures. Mithras as bull-
killer.

TRIPOLITANIA LepTis MAGNA
108

Statue (H. 2.03) in red, local limestone. Discovered at Leptis Magna in the
Forum Vetus.

Caputo in Archeologia Classica 1, 1949, 205ff and P1. LVI, 1.

Standing person in Eastern attire; not cross-legged. The head got lost, but on the
shoulders there are still remnants of the ribbons of a Phrygian cap. The foremost
part of the arms got lost; it is, however, clear that he raised the r.arm whereas the
other arm was hanging down.

On the base an inscription:

109
L.H. 0.032.
Aristius Antiochus fec(it).

110
From the Forum Vetus “dalla parte della Basilica scavata da Guidi” comes a
second base of the same limestone and with the same inscription (L.H. 0.028). On
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it two feet, shod in the same way. From other fragments it appears to be a repre-
sentation of a person in Eastern attire, certainly a torchbearer.

111
Small marble head. Badly damaged. Found in Leptis Magna near the temple of
the Magna Mater in the Forum.
Caputo in Archeologia Classica 1, 1949, 207 and Pl. LVI, 2.
Head with very pathetic expression. Phrygian cap. Probably a head of Mithras
tauroctone.

112

Caputo, o.c., 207 mentions a white marble relief, found in the Forum Vetus (H.
0.53 Br. 0.61 D. 0.10). Giacomo Caputo was so kind to send us the following
informations: “La figura in alto rilievo poggia su zocollo, che fa parte della lastra.
Questa reca alcuni intacchi per aggrapparla. E consorella di altre. Mithra & nel suo
abito particolare ed ha la gamba sinistra di carico, mentre la destra ¢& flessa. Porta
una lancia nella mano sinistra alzata. Il braccio destro & steso, ma, essendo incom-
pletamente conservato, non si possiede I'attributo od oggetto portato in mano.
Lo zoccolo ha I'altezza di 0.105.

Le lastre dovevano ornare qualche grande base o podio. Le divinitd rappresen-
tate nelle altre sono: Cibele, Diana, una Tyche, Minerva.”

OEA
113

Two sepulchral vaults hewn out in the rock side by side at Guigariche, 7 k.m.

west of Tripoli. ,
Clermont-Ganneau in CRAI 1903, 357 {f with fig.; cf. A4 1904, 117 with fig.;
AJA 1904, 124f.

In one of the walls there is a niche in which the tomb. The niche is completely
painted over as well as the adjoining walls. On its back-wall a dead person is
represented. Dressed in an expensive tunic, he lies down amongst flowers and trees.
On the sidewalls of the niche, on either side, a painted naked genius, putting their
hands up to their faces in mourning. On the front-side of the tomb a scene, of
which only a standing person with outstretched arm has been preserved. Next to
the niche on the left sidewall, a walking person in long garment with a raised
candle-stick in his r.h. Above the niche, between two peacocks and in a tabula
ansata an inscription (No. 114), which is continued on the cover of the tomb, on
which moreover a leaping lion is represented.

In the other room, also with niche and tomb, the frescoes are better preserved.
On the backwall of the niche, the bust of the deceased woman is depicted in a
medallion supported on either side by a woman. In her Lh. she holds a scroll,
the other hand she presses against her breast. The whole in a yellow frame. On the
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sidewalls of the niche, two naked mourning persons are lying stretched out on a
red cloth. On the walls next to the niche on either side a walking person with short
head-dress and dressed in a richly adorned tunic. They hold a candle-stick in their
hands. Above the niche in a wreath carried by two genii with blue wings and in
red, flying garments, an inscription (No. 115) which is continued in red characters
on the body of a lioness, which has been represented on the cover of the tomb. On
the tomb itself a race between several quadrigae in the circus is shown.

114
Aelius Ma[gn]us Iuratani (filius) / bixit annus. . ... | plus mi(nus).
On the cover of the tomb: [qu]i leo iacet.

115
D(is) M(anibus) s(acrum) / Aelia Arisuth / vixit annus / sexaginta plus minus.
On the cover of the tomb: quae lea iacet.

This might be the grave of a mithraist with the hierarchic grade of a Lion; c¢f. a represen-
tation of a Lion with candle-stick in the Mithraeum of S. Prisca’s at Rome (No. 482,6). But
then it is very strange, that this sect should have accepted women as well. Cf. a similar
find from Artanada (Lycaonia) in Sterrett, Am. Papers III, No 153; MMM II No 550.

Bu-NGEN
116 .
Giacomo Caputo writes us about an inscription, discovered at the Roman Fort
of Bu-Ngem by the British School at Rome: “¢ su chiave d’arco”. It is a dedica-
tion to Sol invictus by a Peticius Pastor. '

SABRATHA

117
Prof. Giacomo Caputo gave us the following informations: “In Sabratha,
proveniente dalla zona presso 1’Anfiteatro, cioé dalle necropoli, esiste la parte
inferiore d’una casetta o cinerario di marmo bianco (H. 0.135 Br. 0.34 D. 0.30)
con parete spesso m. 0.04. Sul davanti € una scena a rilievo; sui fianchi la superficie
¢ suddivisa in parti quadrangolari come a rappresentare un mura di conci; sul
rovescio & grezza. La scena posa su un piccolo zoccolo semplicemente ornato di
tratti ondulati ed obbliqui come in ramo estremamente stilizzato. Ai fianchi ¢ la
parte inferiore di due fusti o colonnette sorgenti da due cespi di acanto abbozzati
appena. Sui due fusti sembra appoggiarsi la parte inferiore di un oggetto cornu-
copia?). E rappresentato Mitra che uccide il toro, fra scudi e qualche altro oggetto.”

If the monument really is a representation of Mithras as a bull-killer and not a Victoria,
it is very important for our knowledge of the Mithraists for whom their god also was a
helper in the after-life.
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AFRICAPROCONSULARIS CARTHAGO
118

According to A4 1900, 63 a mosaic with lion and panther was found near an old
Punian cemetery at Duimes. When this was being cleared away, they found a
walled up compartment. Among debris from the Christian era, a number of
statuettes of eastern deities was found, a.o. of Mithras. Further particulars about
this are not known to us.

119

In the upper layer of the “tophet’ at Carthago, under which a very old sanctuary
was situated, a small Mithras-relief was found by Cintas in 1949 (Br. 0.50). (G. Ch.
Picard in AJA4 LIV, 1950, 130; Fast: 1T 318f No. 2800).

120

Ph. Berger in RHR LXV, 1912, 11f studying CIS, Ia Nos 260 and 261 recon-
structs the following formula on an ex-voto dedicated to Tanit:

Meqim Elim Mithrahastarni.

The ultimate interpretation of the author Antistes Deus Mithras-Astronoe
(Magna Mater-Astarte) remains difficult. According to the author’s own statement,
there is above all the historical difficulty, because the inscription dates back to the
period before the fall of Carthage, whereas the propagation of the Mithras-cult in
the Roman Empire is much later. But in this time “le dieu Mithra a pu étre adoré
dans les milieux sémitiques et en particulier a Carthage, comme tant d’autres
divinités orientales, grice aux identifications, souvent trés artificielles, que les
Phéniciens établissaient entre leurs divinités et celles des autres nations.”

NUMIDIA RusicADE
121

In 1845 a Mithraeum was discovered at Rusicade on the slope of the hill Bou
Vala, NW of Philippeville, in the garden of Nobelly. About its architecture we
have only a few data by Fenech, Histoire de Philippeville, s.d. 33ff, who ““a une
portion de canal recélait ces statues.” Of its interior we know more through the
sculptures found in it, all of which is now in the Museum at Philippeville. According
to an information of Dr. L. Leschi, to whose kind intercession we also owe our
reproductions, a bust of Caracalla (211-217) has been found in the neighbourhood,
which might be an important clue in dating the sanctuary.

122
Fragment of a white marble statue (H. 0.23 Br. 0.18).
Delamare, Expl. Alg., PL. 16 Nos 1; 2; Bertrand, Cat. Philippeville, 1, 53;
Carton in BSAF 1899, 327f; MMM II 406 No. 284a with fig. 329; RRS II
477, 3; Gsell-Bertrand, Mus. Philippeville, 45 and Pl VI, 1; L. Leschi,
Algérie antique, Paris 1952, Pl. 68. See fig. 37.
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Usual representation of Mithras tauroctone, who wears a belt with the sheath.
The r.foot and the greatest parts of the god’s arms are lost as well as the legs and
the end of the bull’s tail.

123-124

Two marble statues (H. 0.63; 0.60).

Delamare, Expl. Alg., Pl. 16, Nos 3-8; Bertrand, Cat. Philippeville, 1, 52f;
MMM II No. 284c with figs. 331, 332; RRS II 479, 2; 3; Gsell-Bertrand,
Cat. Philippeville, 46f and Pl. VI, 2; 3. See figs. 38-39.

Two torchbearers in Eastern attire; cross-legged.

Next to the feet of Cautes with upraised torch a lion is seen on a platform; on the
other side a scorpion has been represented in relief. Lost: the r.arm and the upper
part of the torch of Cautes; the fore-legs of the lion.

Next to the feet of Cautopates, pointing his torch downwards, a dolphin and a
bird. The r.elbow is lost.

125
Statue in limestone (H. 0.54).
Delamare, Expl. Alg., Pl. 16 Nos 9-10; Lajard, Rech., 657; Bertrand, Cat.
Philippeville, 1,54; MMM II No. 284b with fig. 330; Gsell-Bertrand, Mus.
Philippeville, 47f and Pl. VI, 8. See fig. 40.
Deformed person with a lion’s head, dressed in a tunic, over which a short
mantle, covering his arms. He holds a key before his breast in both hands. Beside
his feet on either side a pine-apple.

126
Marble statue.
RRSIII 14, 6. Fig. 41.
Standing beside a tree-trunk a youthful figure with uncovered torso and long
curly hair in which seven holes have been made for fastening rays. In the 1.h. a
cornucopia; in the lost r.h. probably a patera. Very likely the god Silvanus.

127
Marble block (H. 0.42).
Bertrand, Cat. Philippeville, 56f; Gsell-Bertrand, Mus. Philippeville, 50 and
Pl. VI, 7. Fig. 42 from the cast in the Museum at Algiers.
Conical rock with a snake, winding itself around it, lifting its head up in the air.
In the back a hole (diam. 0.10, deep 0.10) has been drilled.

128
Marble vase (H. 0.60, Diam. 0.50). ‘
Delamare, Expl. Alg., Pl. 16 Nos. 11-12; Bertrand, Cat. Philippeville; MMM



92 AFRICA

IT No. 284d with figs. 333—4; Gsell-Bertrand, Mus. Philippeville, 49f and PL
VI, 6. Fig. 42 from the cast in the Museum at Algiers.

Vase with rounded cover, in which one big and two smaller semi-circular holes.
A snake winds itself around the vase, holding its head near the largest aperture to
drink from it. The tail is lacking.

CirTA
129
CIL VIII 6975; MMM II No. 530.

Speleum cum [sig]/nis et ornamen(tis] / Publilius Ceion[ius] / Caecina Albi-
nufs v(ir) c(larissimus)].

The sanctuary has not been found.

Publilius Ceionius was a praeses consulavis of Numidia under Valentinianus and Valens
(364-367).

Referring to this inscription, E. Lévi in Rec. Const. XLV, 1911, 265ff observes
that there are a great many of caves in the neighbourhood. The inscription was
discovered ““a la Kasbah” and he therefore thinks it acceptable, that a possible
Mithraeum should have been in the immediate surroundings. There is a suppo-
sition, that it might have been a cave, called “des Pigeons”, ““grotte située sous
I’arsenal dans le versant nord du rocher, qui sert de base & la ville. M. J. Bosco a
remarqué dans cette grotte de nombreuses intailles romaines et, d’autre part, a
établi avec certitude qu’une ouverture le faisait communiquer avec la Kasbah.”

This supposition, however, has not yet been confirmed by finds as far as we
know.

130
On a clepsydra, found on the site of the Mosque Sidi Biri Narze.
CIL VIII 6968; MMM II No. 538.
[Soli] / invicto / aug(usto) sac(rum) / C. Amul/lius Pul/tarius / v(otum) s(olvit).

THAMUGADI
131
Statuette in polychromatic marble (H. 0.2C), found in 1904 near the ruins of the
theatre. Museum Timgad.
Cumont in BSAF 1905, 255f with fig.; cf. AA 1906, 163; AJA 1906, 363;
1907, 115.
Standing person, cross-legged. He is dressed in a long sleeved tunica, a mantle
and an anaxyrides. With his Lh. he supports the elbow of his r.arm, on which he
rests his head. Head and feet are lost. Probably a torchbearer.

132
CIL VIII 2350; MMM No. 534. On an altar.
[S]oli aug(usto) / sacr(um) / Valerius / [Clarpus augus[ta]/lis conlato/[in] se a
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sanctissi/[mo] ordine ho/[no]re ornamen/[tor]Jum decurio / [na]tus statuam / [qua]m
ex (sestertiis) IIII pro/[misi]t ex (sestertiis) V posu/it [id]Jemque d(onum) d(edit)
d(icavit).
MascuLa

133

Inscription on an altar, found at Krenchela.

CIL VIII 2228; MMM II No. 525.

Kautopati | Eutyces Fe/licissimi [ Aug(ustorum duorum) n(ostrorum) vernae

exac(toris) vik(arius) / s(ua) p(ecunia) p(osuit) et dedic(avit).

LAMBAESIS
134

Inscription on an altar, found in the Batna plain S.W. of the grave of Flavius
Maximus.

CIL VIII 2675; MMM II No. 526.

Deo Sol(i) in/victo Mi/thrae /| M. Aurel(ius) / M(arci) f(ilius) Sergi/s Carnu/nto
Sabi/nus prae/fect(us) leg(ionis) / III aug(ustae) p(iae) v(indicis) / Maximi/nianae
v(otum) s(olvit) 1(ibens) m(erito).

235-238 A.D. -

135
Inscription, found 100 meters south of the Roman camp.
CIL VIII 2676; MMM II No. 527.

Pro salute d(omini) n(ostri) A..... ! invicti au(gusti) / Aurel(ius) Longinianus
c(enturio) leg(ionis) / III aug(ustae) princ(eps) leg(ionis) s(upra) s(criptae) / tem-
plum Invicti aere / suo a solo fecit.

"The femplum invicti is probably a Mithraeum.

136
Inscription, found in the Forum.
CIL VIITI 18042; MMM II No. 528.
Invicto d[eo] Mithrae d[ed(it) ?] P. Numidi[us] ; Decenl[s].

137

Inscription, found near the Capitol.

Ann. Ep. 1915, No. 28.

Deo in/victo / Mithrae / sac(rum) / M. Val(erius) Maximianus / leg(atus)
aug(usti) pr(o)pr(aetore).

During the reign of Commodus (180-192). M. Leglay in Fasti V, 1952, No 4505 mentions
the find of a Mithraeum: ,,Non loin du Capitole de la ville antique au Sud-Est du temple
d’Esculape, R. Godet a découvert un mithraeum qui mesure 16.40 sur 8.25 m. Orienté

d’Ouest en Est, il a son entré a 1'Ouest; le c6té Est comporte une niche. Le plan intérieur
est le plan courant: une allée centrale large de plus de 3m., flanquée de deux banquettes
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larges de 2 m. et hautes d’environ 0.80. On accéde & la niche du fond par un escalier de 5
marches, accolé a 1a banquette Sud. Des traces d’enduit peint ont été relevées, et plusieures
inscriptions retrouvées du c6té dela niche: dédicaces & Mithra par des personnages officiels.”
Cf. Ann.Ep. 1906, 374 No 8: [deo invicto] Mithrae/[pro salute C(aii)] Iuli Veri M[a/ximi
aug(usti) no]lbilissimi Caes(aris).

139
Ann. Ep. 1920 No. 36.
Invictosac[rulm /A...... i some unreadible lines follow. [A. ITul(ius) Pis[o]/nis
leg(atus) leg(ionis) III Aug(ustae) pr(o)pr(aetore) / co(n)s(ul) desig(natus) s.m.
trib(unus) / mil(itum) leg(ionis) II[I] [Aug(ustae)].

It is uncertain, if the inscription is dedicated to Mithras.

Diana
140
Inscription on an altar, found at Ain-Zana.
CIL VIII 4578; MMM II No. 529.

Iovi optimo / maximo Iuno/ni reginae Min/ervae sanctae / Soli Mithrae /
Herculi Mar/ti Mercurio / genio loci di/is deabusque / omnibus M/arcus Aureli/us
Decimus v(ir) p(erfectissimus) p(raeses) / p(rovinciae) N(umidiae) ex principe
pe/regrinorum |/ votum solvit.

M. Aurelius Decimus was a governor of Numidia in 283-284 A.D.

THUBURNICA
141
Two small altars, found at Sidi Adi bel-Kassem.
CIL VIII 14688-9; MMM II No. 531.
Soli / Q. Aradius Rufinus / co(n)s(ul) / votum.
Lunae / Q. Aradius Rufinus / co(n)s(ul) / votum.

Probably 304-321 A.D.

CHIDIBBIA (SLUGIA)
142
CIL VIII 1329; MMM II No. 532.
[Deo] Soli invicto [sacrum] / [pro salute imp(eratoris)] Caes(aris) M. Aurelii
Probi [pii inv(icti) Aug(usti)] / [totiusque divinae] domus eius municipium citlel. . .

276-282 A.D.

Ucusl
143
Altar, found at the foot of the West-gate of the Roman town at Hr. Kaussat.
CIL VIII 15665; MMM II No. 533.
Deo Soli / Honori et / Virtuti / pro salute.
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Sipr OxBa
144
Inscription on an altar, serving as a base for a column in the house of the
sheik. Near Lambaesis.
CIL VIII 2483; MMM II No. 535.
Deo / invicto | M. M[e]ssius / Messor / praef(ectus) co(hortis) / pro sua sa/lute
et suo/rum denuo / constituit.

ZARAI
145
Inscription on a stone, found at Zraya.
CIL VIII 4513; MMM II No. 536.
Soli / deo [ aug(usto) / sac(rum).

THAGASTE (ARRHAS)
146
CIL VIII 5143; MMM II No. 537.

Soli invicto sacr(um) / pro salute et inco/lumitate perpetui / imp(eratoris)
Caes(aris) L. Domi/tii Aureliani pii fel(icis) / aug(usti) p(onteficis) m(aximi)
t(ribunicia) p(otestate) VI co(n)s(uli) / III p(atris) p(atriae) proconsulis.

275 A.D.

Sicca
147
Stone block, walled up in an Arabic wall at Kef at a few yards distance from a
Roman spring.
Poinssot in BATH 1911, 307.
L.H.0.15.
Deo Soli.

MAURETANIA SITIFIS
148
Relief (proportion unknown) found in 1861 making excavations in the cavalry
barracks at Sétif. Kept in 1873 in the garden of the commander of the engineers
at Sétif, nowadays in the Museum.
Pelletier, Echo de Sétif, 1861 ; Mac Carthy in Rec. Const., 1863, 259 and 1871,
51; Héron de Villefosse in RA 1876, 139; more detailed bibliography in CIL
VIII 8440; MMM II 405 No. 283 and fig. 328, L. Leschi, Algérie antique, Paris
1952, P1. 156. Our fig. 43 kindly procured by Dr. L. Leschi, Director of the
Antiquities in Algeria.
The primitive relief represents Mithras as killer of the bull, walking to the right.
Underneath his flying cloak the god wears a scaled armour. Dog, snake and scorpion
are present as well as the raven represented as a duck. In the upper corners the busts
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of Luna (1) with crescent behind her shoulders and of Sol(r) in radiate crown.
On a band, representing the cave, an inscription (No. 149). Traces of red painting
were visible (Héron de Villefosse).

149
CIL VIII 8440; MMM II No. 539.
Deo invicto Mytre leg(ionis) IT Herculiae fec(erunt) / colho]rs X et VII votum
solverunt / I(ibentes) a(nimo).
The inscription is later than 285 A.D. as the second legion Herculis was founded by
Diocletian.
AGER SITIFENSIS
150
Inscription on a marble plate, found at Bir Haddada.
CIL VIII 8713; MMM II No. 543. ,
[Imp(eratoribus) Caes(aribus) Fllavio Val(erio) Constantino / et Val/(erio)
Liciniano Licinio invictis / semper aug(ustis) centenarium / Solis a solo construxit
et dedicavit / Septimius Flavianus vir p(erfectissimus) p(raeses) p(rovinciae)
Maur(etaniae) Sitif(ensis) / numini maiestatique eorum dicatissimus.

The same praeses has dedicated in 315/316 A.D. two other inscriptions at Constantine
(CIL VIII 8476; 8477).

Icosium
151
Inscription on an altar, found in 1861 at Algiers, Rue du vieux Palais.

CIL VIII 9256; MMM II No. 540.
Mithrae / Aphrodisius / Corneliorum / v(otum) s(olvit) 1(ibens) a(nimo).

AiIN-TEKRIA
152
Inscription on a marble plate.
MMM II No. 541.
D[e]o So[li] invicto Mitr[ae] / pr[o] salutem domini nostri / imp(eratoris) Cae-

s(aris) L. [Aureli] Colmm]odi / pii felicis aug[us]ti / Aurelius.... / cum suis
v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) [m(erito)].
180-192 A.D.
EL-GAHARA
153

Inscription on an altar.
CIL VIII 18025; MMM II No. 542; ¢f. Dobo, Inscr. Pann.2, No. 258.
[deo] Soli invicto /| Mithrae | [Gel?]lius Florus / [vet(eranus?)] leg(ionis) III
aug(ustae) / ... us Pastor / [si]g(nifer) al(ae) I Pa[nn(oniorum] / [Pom]ponius
Ma/[xi]mus b(ene)f(iciarius) / [co](n)s(ulis) / [v(otum) s(olverunt)] l(ibentes) a(nimo).
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MozAIAVILLE
154
CIL VIII 9281; MMM II No. 544.
[Slol(i) inv(icto) / aram / posu/it pro salu/te F. ...

CAESAREA
155
Inscription on an altar found at Cherchel.
CIL VIII 9322; MMM II No. 545.
Deo invict[o] / s[a]c[rJum / .. cos.../ ... V.....

156
Inscription on a white marble plate.
CIL VIII 9331; MMM II No. 546.
Soli invicto / pro salute / .. ..

ZUCCABAR
157
Walled up in a wall of the mosque Sidi Abd-el-Kader at Affreville.
CIL VIII 9629; MMM II No. 547.
Soli / invic/to.

SAipa
158

Left part of a bas-relief (H. 1.22 Br. 1.00), found in 1882 at Timziouin near
Saida. Museum of Oran (Inv. No. 32).

De la Blanchére in Archives de Mission (S. 3) X, 1883, 68 and PLVIII, 5;
Lapaine in Bull. G. A. Oran V1, 1886, PL. 8; Musées et Collections de I’ Algérie
III, Le Musée d’Oran 1893, 36; MMM II 405 No. 282 and fig. 327. Fig. 44
kindly given by Dr. L. Leschi.

In a cavelike framing Mithras as a bull-killer. Above his flying cloak the raven.
The god’s r.arm and a part of his head have got lost; besides the fore-part of the
bull, whose tail ends in three ears. The scorpion on the usual place; under it some
windings of the snake are visible. Behind the bull Cautopates in Eastern attire,
cross-legged. With both hands he points down the flaming torch.

VOLUBILIS
159
At Volubilis not far from the fountain, in which the aquaduct of Fertassa
emptied itself, two inscriptions dedicated to Mithras have been found. L. Chate-
lain, who was the first to publish these monuments (CRAI 1919, 4391f) points also
at the presence of bones. Very probable was here a Mithracum.
7
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160
Altar in white limestone.
Ann. ep. 1920, No. 47.
I(nvicto) d(eo) M(ithrae) / Aur(elius) Nectore/ga (centurio) vex(illariorum)
Brit(tonum) / Volubili / agentium / 1(ibens) 1(aetus) merito.

161

Altar in freestone.

Pro salute et incolumitate imp(eratoris) Caesaris / L(ucii) Aeli(i) Aurel(ii)
Commodi Pii invicti feli/cis Herculis Romani imperioque / eius Aur(elius) Necto-
rega (centurio) vex(illariorum) Britt(onum) / Volubili agentium sua pecunia |/
invicto posuit et d(e)d(icavit).

191 A.D.

CasteLLUM TIiDDITANUM
162

Inscription fixed into a wall beside a cave, hewn out in the rock. This cave lies

about 40 meters South of the gate of Tiddis-Kheneg along the paved main-road.
RA (S. 6) XX, 194243 (Rev. ép.), 175 No. 87; Carcopino in CRAI 1942, 309;
Berthier in Rev. Const. LXV, 1942, 146; Rev. Afr. 1945, 16ff No. 3.

L.H. 0.05-0.03.

I(nvicto) M(ithrae) cultore/s de suo a s/olo / (a)edifi[c]arun(t).

Berthier believes, that the Mithraeum has been in the cave. The vault is almost
dome-shaped and in front of the cave there is room enough for a possible adjacent
temple.

Also a phallos was found here, represented on a piece of rock in the form of
parallelepiped (H. 0.49). But this phallos has been represented in such way, that
it bears a great resemblance to a cock: “il est en effet dressé sur pattes munies
d’ergots”. Besides, a bull’s head has been found above which an snfula, hewn out
in stone (H. 0.77 Br. 0.51 D. 0.46).

The hypothesis of Berthier’s is not without foundation. Yet it is our opinion,
that from these two finds only it may not be concluded that the sanctuary was
exactly on this spot.

Berthier, to whom we are very grateful for the information given, visited the
excavations of Tiddis in 1945 and got the impression, that another Mithraeum
came to light (Rev. Afr. 1945, 20): “En effet, d’une petite nef au milieu de laquelle
se trouvaient quatre bases de colonnes, un escalier de sept marches conduit 4 une
chambre rectangulaire surélevée et orientée au Nord. A quinze métres de ce
monument s’ouvre une grotte retaillée ol I'on accéde également par sept marches.
Entre la grotte et la salle o1 se trouve I’escalier on voit une citerne.”

I have not yet received any further details regarding this question.
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SICILIA SYRACUSAE
163
Fragment of greyish marble relief (H.0.57 Br. 0.55 D.0.18), found at Syracusae
at the demolition of Spanish fortifications. Syracuse, Arch. Museum (Inv. No. 8478).
MMM II 270 No. 121 and fig. 114; Libertini, Mus. Szc., 158 No. 8478; Pace,
Sic. Ant., 111, 675; fig. 45 through the intercession of the Museum.
Mithras as a bullkiller. Of the god the trunk only has been preserved; of the
bull the fore-part has got lost. On the belly of the animal the point of a snake’s
tongue is visible.

Pace I.c. thinks to find further traces of the Mithras-cult at Syracuse in excavations,
which Giovanni Pugliese should have examined near the Corso Umberto. Here a Mithras-
sanctuary is said to have come to light.

PaNorMUS(?)
164

Frame-work relief in white marble (H. 0.67 Br. 0.73 D. 0.15). The assumed find-
place Panormus is uncertain, as the relief (as well as No. 165) was part of the Coll.
Astuto di Noto, which has been stored partly in Sicilia, partly at Rome. Palermo,
Mus. Nazionale (Inv. No. 751).

Salinas, Mus. Pal., 13; MMM II 269 No. 119 with fig. 112; RRS II 476, 2;
Pace, Sic. Ant., III 675 n. 5; fig. 46 through the kind intercession of the
Direction of the Museum.

In the middle Mithras killing the bull with averted face. The dog licks the blood;
the scorpion at the genitalia; the snake creeping over the ground. Remarkable is
the lion’s head, represented in front of the snake’s head. On either side a torch-
bearer, one of which is cross-legged. Torches, which they held in their Lh., lost;
restored their r.arms; yet the sword of Cautopates seems to be genuine. On the
surrounding cave entrance the heads of Sol and Luna; between them the raven.
Restorations: Mithras’ dagger and the head of Cautes.

165-166
Two white marble statues (H. 0.71 and 0.69). Palermo, Mus. Naz. (Inv. Nos
729/730).
MMM II 270 No. 120 and fig. ITI/3; MM, P1.II, 4; Pace, Sic. Ant., III, 675.
The two torchbearers in tunic, long hanging cloak and Phrygian cap. They are
holding their torches with both hands. Cross-legged.
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THERMAE HIMERAEAE
167
Inscription from Termini.
CIL X 7337; MMM II No. 220.
Soli / invicto / conserva/tori imp(eratoris) / Antonini ; [aug(usti)].

CiciLiaNo

168

D. Facenna in NSc (S. 8) II, 1950, 306 and fig. 9 gives a preliminary description
of an Aion, found in Ciciliano: “Lamina aurea (H. 0.11 Br. 0.06 w. 13 gr.), sottilis-
sima. Vi & rappresentata, racchiusa in un ovale e lavorata a sbalzo con ritocchi a
bulino, una figura maschile nuda, stante, avvolta nelle spire di un serpente che
poggia la testa sul petto dell’ uomo. Questi ha in mano degli attributi: nella destra
una chiave, nella sinistra un oggetto non chiaramente identificabile. Gli elementi
che vi appaiono, portano a riconescere nella figura un tipo di Kronos. Secondo
secolo dopo C.” Around it the following letters:

ABAANAGANAABA TAQ

AKPAMAXAMAPI AAQNAEI

Ai lati delle gambe: a destra M, sotto ZA;

a sinistra su tre linee ZI /| EA / M.

In alto a sinistra, al di fuori dell’ ovale, sono incise alcune lettere wpox, a cui
seguono altre quattro o cinque di non precisa identificazione.”

BRUTTIUM GERACE MARINO
169
Head in limestone (H. 0.235); found in the bed of the Millicri river in 1926.
Museo Civico at Locri.
Ferri in NSc 1926, 340 with fig. 2.
Head with solemn expression. On the Phrygian cap on either side traces of red-
paint. Possibly a head of Mithras. '

LUCANIA GRUMENTUM
170
Altar, found at Saponara “‘in hortis Danii”.
CIL X 204; MMM II No. 151.
Soli invicto / Mythrae T. Fl(avius) / Saturninus / evoc(atus) Aug(ustorum)
n(ostrorum).

APULIA VENUSIA
171
Kaibel, 151 688; MMM II No. 150.
‘HMe | Midpa | dntp cwmplag | Bpi[tr]iov IMpat/cevrog Zaydpis oixo/véuog
Sagaris: the same person dedicates an altar to Mercurius invictus (CIL IX 425). He
does it as an actor of Praesens.
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CAMPANIA CAPREAE
172
White marble relief (H.O. 77 Br. 0.99 D. 0.06). Napels, Museo Nazionale (Inv.
No. 6733). According to the publication of Romanelli, a certain Giraldi is said
(p- 91) to have found it at a farmer. The opinion, that the relief would have been
found on Capri in the cave of Matromania (1), is based on an assertion of Rezzo-
nico (p. 60), who saw it in 1794 in St. Constanzo’s Chapel. In 1816 it was in the
Museo Borbonico already, but the additional sketch of the publisher is No. 408.
Isola di Capri, manoscritti del Conte della Torre Rezzomico . ... pubblicati
dall’ Abate Domenico Romanelli, Napoli 1816,60; Museo Borbonico, XIII,
22; Lajard, Intr., Pl. XCVII, 2; MMM II 253 No. 95 and fig. 87; Ruesch,
Guide Nap., No.473; RRR III 77 No. 2; Roscher, Myth. Lex., 11, 2 col. 3068;
Zadoks-Josephus Jitta, Ant. Cultuur, 168,2. Alinari No. 34306, see fig. 47.
Mithras killing the bull, whose tail ends in ears. The god looks at the raven,
which is seated on a rock-stone behind him. The dog, standing with its hind-legs
on a piece of stone, has been sprung up against the bull; the snake holds its
head near the wound, the scorpion at the testicles. On either side Cautes(r) and
Cautopates (l), not cross-legged. In the upper corners the busts of Luna with
crescent on her front and of Sol with radiate crown around the curled hair. One

of the seven rays is shooting out in the direction of Mithras.

(1) Itis very doubtful, that the relief should have been found in the cave of Matromania or
in its immediate neighbourhood. According to Maiuriin Boll. Arte(S.I1T) XXV, 1931, 150 this
cave was not used as a Mithraeum, but as a Nymphaeum. Cf. Technau in JdI 1932, 306
(personal note of Cumont).

NEAPOLIS(?)
173

Greyish marble relief (H. 0.84 Br. 0.99 D. 0.07), probably from Naples. Bought
by Cumont in 1896 at Rome and presented to the Musée de Cinquantenaire at
Brussels in 1912 (Inv. No. 58/A 1940).

MMM II 486 No. 94bis and fig. 419; Cumont, Cat. Cing., 74 No. 58 with
fig. on which the left upper corner has been supplied. Fig. 48 kindly procured
by the Direction.

The relief, as it is proved by the fastening holes, was fixed into a wall. Usual
representation of Mithras as a bullkiller. R.h. and dagger lost. The tail of the
animal ends in three ears. The raven on the rock; dog (with necklace) and snake
with their heads near the wound; the scorpion at the testicles. Torchbearers
are missing. In the r.upper corner the bust of Luna with crescent on her front;
the l.corner with Sol has been restored. An irregular working of the relief’s back-
ground suggests the vault of a cave.

PausiLyPuM
174

White marble relief (H. 1.06 Br. 1.00 D. 0.12). ,,Neapoli, apud illustrissimum

ducem Calabriae, advectum ex Pausilippo” (Iucundus, end 15th cent.) or, accord-
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ing to Capacius, ,,in media crypta Pausilypana dum instauretur fuisse inventum
dictitant”. Subsequently in St. Antonio’s Church, then Museum Capodimonti,
now Naples, Museo Nazionale (Inv. No. 6764).
Ms Tucundus f. 118 and Augustinus, cod. 3492 {. 36; cod. 3528 {. 39; Pigno-
rius, Act. Cartar., 294 (fig.); Summonte, Hist. Nap., 1, 91 (fig.); Capacius,
Hist. Neap., 1, 168f with fig.; Zoega, Abh., 153 No. 35; Stark, Zwe: Mithrien,
36 n. 74; MMM II 249f and 485f No. 93 with fig. 85. Fig. 49 through the
kind intercession of Prof. A. Maiuri.

Mithras kills the bull, whose tail ends in four ears. The god is dressed in tunica,
flying cloak and anmaxyrides. Round his breast an embroidered girdle. He
looks at Sol. The snake with its head near the wound; a deformed small dog;
the scorpion on the usual place; the raven on a rock behind the god. On either
side Cautes (1) and Cautopates (r), cross-legged. In the upper corners, above
a rocky part, the dressed bust of Sol (l) in a crown of seven rays and the bust
of Luna (r) in diadem and crescent. On the lower border an inscription No. 175.

175
CIL X 1479; MMM II No. 148.

L.H. 0.035.
Omnipotenti Deo Mithrae Appius / Claudius Tarronius Dexter v(ir) c(larissimus)
dicat.

176

Relief formerly near Sta. Annunziata’s at Naples; present owner unknown.

Carpaccio, l.c.; Zoega, Abk., 151 No. 36; MMM II 250 No. 94.

According to Carpaccio it only differs from the preceding monument “quod
inscriptione caret”.

According to Mazocchi, Spicil. bibl., 1766, 11, 86 (quoted by Cumont): “Extat
Napoli apud Ioann. Carafam, Noiae ducem, ingens Mithrae anaglyphum”, with
which probably the same monument is meant.

PuTEOLI

177
Marmore gracili et erecto.
CIL X 1591; MMM II No. 202.
Soli / invicto / gen(io) col(oniae) Cl(audius) Aurel(ius) / Rufinus / cum coniuge
et / filio / d(onum) d(edit).

AENARIA INs.
178
Limestone, found on the island of Ischia.
Kaibel, ISI 891; MMM II No. 149.
‘HMeo [ MiSpa [ dvixnte.
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Carua
179
A. de Franciscis in Boll. d’ Arte 1950, 153f with fig. 1 publishes a head (H. 0.68)
in Phrygian cap. It has a sorrow expression. It served as a profome in the
Amphitheatre and is interpreted by the author as a head of Mithras.

180
Mithraeum, excavated in 1922 in the Vico Caserma near the old Capitolium at
S. Maria Capua Vetere.
Minto in NS¢ (S. V) XXI, 1924, 353ff; Cumont in CRATI 1924, 133ff, cf. RA
(S. 5) XX, 1924, 185f; Campanile in Boll. Arte IV, 1924, 284 ; Lehmann-Hart-
leben in AA 1926, 126f; Maciariello, Capua, Roma 1939. See fig. 50. The
photographs procured by Prof. Dr. A. Maiuri. Plan fig. 51 from Minto.

Fig. 51.
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The entrance (I) opens on a criptoporticus (H), which served as a vestibulum
and has about the same proportions as the adjacent cultroom (H. 3.22 L. 12.18
Br. 3. 50).

On either side of the central aisle (Br. 1.54), which was covered with marble, are
the benches. A distinction, however, has to be made between the original benches
(FF) of cement with red stucco (H.0.45L. 1.40 Br. 0.37) and the later benches (GG),
made up out of various materials and considerably larger (H. 0.85 L. 8.35 Br. 0.90).

In the southern bench a rectangular cement water-basin (D) was made (L. 1.28
Br. 0.67 D. 0.55), whereas in the other there is a well (E) with draining-pipes. Near
these basins there is a small rectangular niche (H. 0.32 D. 0.32) in the front of
either bench.

At the end of the path, where small steps lead to the benches, there is a third
bench (C) (H. 0.68 Br. 3.50 D. 1.57) covering the entire breadth of the cult-room
and sloping towards the western wall. A small canal (Br. 0.09 D. 0.08) in front of
this bench, disappears into it at the northern wall and is connected with the well E.

In the vault there are four oblong holes surrounded by a red band. Both side-
walls and vault are covered with stucco paintings. The vault is decorated with
stars with six points, painted in red and green on a yellow background. The back-
ground of the side walls, which are subdivided into several parts by horizontal
and vertical red bands, is also yellow. On the walls were graffiti, only one of which
on the left of C, is readable: ...... Modum.

181

Fresco, painted on the West wall.

Minto, I.c., 35%ff and Pl. XVII; A4 1926, fig. 21; Saxl, 74; Reitzenstein in
ARW 1930, 42ff and fig. 10; Campanile, I.c. fig. 2. See fig. 52.

In a brown cave-vault Mithras kills the white bull, whose tail ends in three
golden-yellow ears. The god is dressed in red eastern attire with a green piping
decorated with yellow ornaments. The sheath at his side and the shoes are yellow.
On his head with dark curly hair, the front of which is damaged (1), he wears a red
Phrygian cap with a green piping similar to those on the other garments. The
inside of the flying cloak is adorned with seven stars on an azure firmament.

The raven, represented as a dove, is perched on the rocky ledge. A brown dog
leaps against the bull in order to lick the blood from the wound; a big greenish
snake is creeping over the ground and turns its head in the same direction; a yellow
scorpion is at the genitalia.

On either side a torchbearer with a red Phrygian cap, yellow anaxyrides and red
foot-wear. In the Lh. a bow; in the r.h.a torch. Not cross-legged. Cautes on the
lL.side has a star on his cap and he wears underneath his red cloak a yellow chiton
trimmed at the bottom with meandering hem. Cautopates (r), however, is dressed
in a greyish chiton with a similar green meandering hem, but moreover on his
breast a green fabula-ornament.
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In the corners of the cave-vault two heads with greenish hair: a bearded head
with two red horns on the front (I) and a female head (r), the r.eye of which is
damaged (Oceanus and Terra).

On the azure vault, the bust of Sol, with in his r.h. a gilded whip or sceptre, and
around his shoulders a dark red cape. Around his reddish hair a radiate crown with
seven rays, one of which darts out towards Mithras. On the other side (r) the head
of Luna in a crescent and with a diadem in the brown hair.

(1) It might be suspected that the destruction of Mithras’ face was caused on purpose by

his antagonists. According to a custodian however, they had been inflicted by playing
children. (31.1.1947).

182
Fresco (H. 1.08 Br. 1.00) on the North wall above the beginning of the podium.
Minto, 364f and fig. 7. See fig. 53.

Between two laurels, the tops of which meet in the shape of an arch above his
head, Cautes is standing in his usual attitude and dress (red with green). In his
upraised r.h. he holds a torch above a fire-altar; with the other hand he points down
a bundle of twigs. Underneath this bundle a crowing cock is visible, painted in a
shade of green, with a red crest.

183
Fresco (H. 1.08 Br. 0.95) on the South wall above the beginning of the podium.
Minto, l.c., fig. 8; Campanile, /.c., fig. 4. See fig. 54.
Representation of Cautopates between two laurels and in Eastern attire. He
points down his torch above a burning altar; in the upraised L.h. a bundle of twigs.
Cross-legged.

184
Fresco on the East wall.
Minto, 363f and fig. 6; Campanile, fig. 3. See fig. 55.

In an arch-shaped frame the representation of Luna, seated in a biga. She is
dressed in a green tunica, leaving the brownish back uncovered. Of the horses,
which are driven with the aid of whip and reins, the darkish one with drooping
head is moving already, whereas the grey horse, turning its head towards the
goddess, seems to be waiting for a signal.

185
Fresco (H. 0.70) in the corner of the North wall near the preceding No.
Minto, 366.

Owing to the weathered painting the representation is hardly distinguishable.
It could be the figure of Aion(?) with outspread green wings pointing downwards.
We could not discover a single trace of a snake which should twist itself round
his body (Minto).
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186
White marble relief (H. 0.32 Br. 0.39) in a recess in the Southern wall above the
water-basin of the podium.
Reitzenstein in ARW 1930, 42ff and fig. 15; Minto, 367 and fig. 9. See fig. 56.
The nude winged child Amor seizes the arm of the bigger Psyche, also winged,
to lead her away in the light of his torch. The girl lifts a part of her diaphanous
dress. The whole is set in a red frame.

On the front of the more recent benches several scenes have been represented,
separated by red vertical bands. They refer to the initiation into the mysteries.
On ther. bench (N. side) from the entrance to the niche successively:

187
Minto, 368 and fig. 10. See fig. 57.
The mystagogus (H. 0.40) dressed in a short white tunica with red stripes, leads
a blindfolded myste. The latter is painted red, the bandage white.

188
Minto, 369 and fig. 11; Leipoldt, fig. 43; CAH, Plates V 164a. See fig. 58.
Before the standing mystagogus, dressed in white tunica with red stripes, the
myste kneels down with folded hands. Here he is blindfolded as well, with a white
bandage. Behind him a priest approaches dressed in a red mantle and Phrygian
cap; he seems to hold a sword or staff in his hands.

189
A person in red attire. Kneeling(?). Badly damaged.

190
Minto, fig. 12.
Standing person in a small cloak. Before him two other persons, one of whom
comes walking up to him with a slightly bowed figure.

191
Minto, 370 and fig. 13; Turchi, RRA, Tav. XXIV, 2. See fig. 59.

The nude myste, red painted, with his hands tied behind his back, kneels down
on one knee. A sword by his side. The figure of the mystagogus behind him, dressed
in white, is indistinct. He lays his hand on the head of the myste. Further down
the outlines of a third person.

192

Two persons standing behind each other. The first is dressed in a white attire
with red stripes and holds his hands together, stretched out before him. Further
down a head, looking down and to the left another head.



ITALIA 109

Onthe I. bench (S. side) from the entrance:

193
Minto, fig. 16; Leipoldt, fig. 45; CAH, Plates V 164. See fig. 60.

Between two persons walking up to him with outstretched hands, the myste lies
prostrate on the ground. On his back coils (of a snake?) are visible.

194
Minto, fig. 15; Leipoldt, fig. 44. See fig. 61.

The mystagogus, dressed in a white tunica with red stripes, stands with one foot
on the calfs of the kneeling myste, who holds his hands folded under his chin.
Another person, dressed in a red cloak, walking up to him, holds in hand a red
stick (sword?) towards a round object (loaf?), which lies on the ground in front
of the myste.

195
Minto, fig. 14.
The mystagogus, dressed in a white tunica, presses down the shoulders of the
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